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Conſcience, 
Satisfaftorily R elolved. 


I. Wherein ſhould Chriſtians be ſingular in their 
obedience ? or what may they, and muſt they do 
more than others ? 
II. What may and muſt a Chriſtian be aud do, that 
be may pleaſe God ? 
III. Whether any man is able in this life to come up 
to the Example of Chrift in this, to ds always 
thoſe things that pleaſe God ? 

IV. What wearineſs in, and unwillingneſs to duties 
may ftand with grace, and what not ? 


To which are Added, ſome 


Counſels and Cordials. 


— 


By Joſeph Aline, late Miniſter of the Goſpel at 
Tawaton in Somerſetſhire. 


London, Printed for Nevil Simmons at the Princes 
Ar#s.\n Pax(s Chwcb-yard, and are to be Sold by R 
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CHAP, I, 
The ſingular Duties of Chriftians, 


I. Caſe of Conſcience, om Aat. 5. 45. 


What do you more than' others ? 


9. 1. Ws. ſhould Chriſtians be ſin- 
gular in their obedience ? Or 
what may they, and muſt they 

do more than others ? 

A. Take the Anſwer in theſe 16 Kales contain» 
ing the Character and Compals of a Chriſtian.— 

Rule I. Heartily to love them that ſlight you, and 
to wiſh and ſeek the good of thoſe that hate you, and 
ſeek to hurt you + This is the very thing urged in 
the Text: If you ſalute your brethren only,and love 
them that love you; do not even the Publicans the 
ſame ? Matth. 5. 44, 46. To love them that do 
reſpect and value us, this every one can do: but 
to love them truly that think meanly of ws , and 
have prejudices and hard thoughts againſt us, and 
to ſpeak well of them that (ſpeak evil of us (as the 
ſweet ſpirited Calvin) | Les Luther call me Dog or 

Devil, Iwill ſay of bim nevertheleſs, be is a precious 

ſervant of Chrift Feſus. | This is to do more than 

others. Thus the Martyr Cranmer, of whom it 
was a Proverb, Do the Biſhop of Canterbury a diſ- 

Pleaſure, and you (hall ever have him your Friend. 

Thus that Holy man, in his much to be admired 


parting words, I had never -ny greater pleaſure in 
A 2 4 


Caſes of Conſcience, 
ol my life than to forget and for juries, and to 
: y kindneſs to them that —— Study 
who ha ve oſſended you, end diſobliged you, and 
flighted you, and keep up good thoughts of them, 
(if the caſe will bear it) and ſpeak nothing but 
of them, and think what kin you ma 

ſhew them : pray for them; wiſh well to them, 7 
yon be the Children of your Faber which is in 

R ou 7 ainft the ſtream of the mul- 

u - £0 . 

titude : br 45 2 ſwim with, but the 
living t 1 Many will turn Fen- 
when their dntereſt will carry it im the boy 
when Religion is in faſhion, every one will be in 
it: But to bear head againſt the current of the 
times, and to be for flrict Godline(s_in all your 
ways, when the ſiream runs quite againſt it, to 
bear it down and to reſolve as David did, 10 be bt 
more vile, this is to be, and to do more than others. 
The Samaritans will necds be Fews, when Alex- 
ander favours and helps them, but when Antiochus 
bloodily rages againſi chem, (as in the time of the 
Maccabees ) then they will be none of the kin, but 
pretend thernſelves to be of another ſtock: (which 
by the way, was the realon of the deadly hatred 
alter ward bet ween the Few and them.) But to be 
fiogular in your good choice and reſolutions, with 
Foſors though all ſhould vote againſt you with 
one conſent aud with Noah to be perſedl in our ge- 
nerations,when never ſo wicked and fo adultcrous 
and to walk with God hen all fleſh have corrupted 
rheir way, and tread a contrary courſe , this is to 
do more than others, Thus the three Children 
(ot rather the three Champions) who would not 


cat the flouts of the multitude, nor the towns on 
l 


| 


Juadiciouſiy Reſolved. 5 
the great ones, nor the charge of ſingularity, but 
when all the Princes, Governors, Captains, Coun- 
ſellors, Sheriffs, and all the People, Nations and 
Languages fell down and worſhipped , they ſtood 
by themſelves, and would not finfully comply, 


Dan. $3.7, 18. 
Rule HI, To tale mot cart of that which is moſt 


on of fight, A Chriſtians eye is moſt on the things 


lealt ſeen ; firſt wpon bis bears, herein he doth ex · 
ceed the rightcouſnels of the Phariſees, whole great 
care was to keep all fair and clean that came to 
view, but looked no farther ; Make great conſci- 
ence of your carriage in ſecret, and let your main 
guard be upon your hearts, and this will be more 
than others reach to. This was Paul's care to 
keep his conſcience. his inſide clean and unde ſiled, 
All. 24 16, And Job's care, that though all the 
world did reproach him, he might not put a re- 
proach into the mouth of his conſcience. Fob 27.6. 
and David's carc that his heart might not be clean. 
1. Upon bir bope. Others look to the things ſeen, 
things in hand; but the true believer eyes his 
hopes, walks by faith, not by fight; And lives 
quite a different life from any others in the world 
beſides : As living upon the hopes of Heaven, doth 
differ from living on the pleaſures, profits, and 
honors of this world. 

Rule IV. To be merciful to others failings, and 
very ſevere to our own, The noble Roman Cats 
could more eaſily forgive any than himſeli: To 
aggravate our own evils, and to have an excuſe 
ready for our brothers z to cenſure our (elves free» 
ly, and to come with the mantle behind us to co- 
ver our brother this is to do more than others. 
Ta: hypocrite is a ſevere cenſutet abt ad: he is 
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6 rah of Conſcience, 
like the eye that can (ee any thing but it (elf ; he 
can diſcern a moat in his brothers cyc, but not a 


beam in his o But the ſervant of God rebukes 
others with but falls out eaſily and bit- 
terly with himſelſ. 


Rule v. To ſuffer rather than to fins This was 
Moſes's choice ; But the hypoctite's is quite con- 
trary: he chooſeih iniquity rather than afflictiag; 
To go ſo far with Chiilk as our way lies together, 
is to do no more than an unſound Profefior may 
reach to: The Tryal is when Chrilt's intereſt and 
ours do ctoſs and we muſt Ether baulk our duty, 
or our ſafety and advantage. The famous Mar- 
tyr under Julian, would not give one hali· penny 
towards the building of the Idols Temple, though 
he was offered his lite by the Emperor on thoſe 
terms, The godly High. Prieſt Eleazer when the 
Nobles perſwaded him to cat other meat under co- 
lowr of ſavines fleſh, and they would perſwade the 
King Antiocbus that he had eaten (wines flesh, 
would die rather than ſtain his profeſhon with the 
appearance of evil. When a man (ball lie in out · 
ward miſery and have a door ot deliverance open 
if he will but Go, and yet he will not accept it, as 
thoſe Worthies in Paw! s Martyrology 5 this is to 
do more than others, Heb. 11.36, 

Rule VI. To rejoyee in loſſes for Chriſt, and glory 
in the Croſi. When others be diſcouraged at the 
news of hardſhip 3 as that forward and (eemingly 
reſolved Diſciple ; or (hall be offcaded as ſoon as 
the Sun of perſecution is up. When we (hall rake 
Pleaſure in inſirmititi, in tribulations aud rejoyce that 
we are counted worthy to ſaſſer ſhame tor the name 
pf Chriſt , this is to do mote than others, When 


the ſervants of God ſhall not only patiently , but 
trium 


Jadictouſly Reſolved. 
triumpbamly undergo the Croſſes, that crack the 
brains, and break the hearts of others, and (hall 
ſhake off the Viper without receiving any hurt: 
when Paul and Silas (hall ug in the flocks, and the 
reſolved Martyrs (hall embrace the Faggots and 
kiſs the Stake: When the Valiant Phipes ſhall fay 
of his Priſon ¶ Is the judgment of 1he world we are in 
Hell. bus I find in it the ſweet conſolations of Heg- 
ven, ] and the Holy Bradford | My Priſon is ſweeter 
to me than any Parlour, than any pleaſure I have bad 
in all my life. | This is indeed to exceed others. 
Rule VII. To be good when we fall be evil poke 
of fer owr labour. A Phariſee will do thoſe duties 
that will gain applauſe with men, but to take ap 
with deſpiſed dut ies, diſgraceful duties, and wi 
David to be religious, when it ſhall render him 
Vile this is to 4 more than others. The Philoſs- 


her could ſay, It is noble indeed for a man to doll, 


when be knows be ſhall hear ill for is. To take up 
Religion when every one kicks it off ; to ſtand 
alone with Layber for the truth, when the who 
world is gone a wandring after the Whore: To 
have his hand again every man, and to be for 
Chriſt with Atbanaſis againit the whole Uni- 
verſe ; this is indeed to do ſome ſingulat thing, 

Rule VIII. To ftrike in with Gods intereſt when 
it is falling. To joyn our ſelves with the Lords 
people when it is the weakeſt (ide; to eſpouſe their 
intereſt with Moſes, when they were in deep at» 
fiction, Heb. 112526. Toown our ſelves to be 
lome of them, undauntedly, when this way is e- 
very where ſpoken againſt 3 this is to tread Antipo- 
des to the courſe of this world. 

Rule IX. To be moſt cruel to the fin that is u 
rally moſt dear. The hypocrite hides his tweet 

A 4 mor (cl 


eee eee, 


under his he ſpares as ir were the 

atteſt of the Cattel: he faith , The Lord pardon 
bis ſervant concerning this thing: But when a man 
ſhall of with bis band, ont with bis right eye, 
ſerve his Abſolonas Foab did, when he took three 
darts and thruſt thoro his heart, this is to do 
more than others. The ſincere Chriſtian is moſt 
angry with the fin of his Temper; againſt this he 
aims the arrows of all his prayers : he keeps bim 
from bis iniquity : he drives the whole heard of fin 
before tone ws, eſpecially ſhoots at, and ſingles out 
this to run it down, 

Rule X. To live wpon the divine promiſes when 
others live wpon their poſſeſſions. Others are all for 
what is in , with nem words are but wind; 
they cannot live upon them : the promiſes are to 
them a barren beath and dry breaſt; : but when we 
mage the promiſes our heritage, the ſlaff of our life, 
the life of our hearts, when the promiſes are the 
bottle we run to in all our faintings 3 and while o- 
thers hope in their Wealth,our hope is in the Words 
this is to do more than others. 

Rule XI. To love that beſt , and chooſe it ſooneſt, 
which deth croſs the fleſh moſt. 'The godly mans rule 
is to take the ſelf denying ſide. ſo he be ſute it be {fe 
when others ſtudy is to pleaſe themſelves. his is to 
carb bimſelf : the life of others is, 2 fleſb pleaſing, 
his, a ſelf denying life : others joy is, when they 
can — themſelves, his, when he can get vidory 
;mfelf. 

Rule XII. To be muſt bot in that wherein ſelf it 
leaſt concerned. Paul is meck as a lamb under per- 
ſonal injurics, 1 Cer. 4. 12. Uf 17. 16. but how 
1s his ſpirit ſtirxed when God is diſhonored ? A 
ſnan pf underſtanding is of a cool ſpirit, that * 
* 15 
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his ows concern. : but Moſes the meck waxes hot 


with indignation at the fight of the Calf. To be 


hot and forward in thoſe duties where the fleſh's 
interefiis concerned, is to do no more than a Febs, 
2 Kings 10. 16, 30. 

Rule XIII. Io make true conſcience of the leaft fins, 
but moſt conſcience of the greateſt. In one of theſe 
will the hypocrite be tound tardy . It may be he 
will fly from open ſins, and ſtartle at grols fiaring 
fins 3 but of little fins he makes little conſcience, 
* he — 5 - and connives — Or elſe he will 

very tender of little sbings, ſcruple the picki 
the ears of corn on Rr Gia 
of the lick ; and firain at the guat, when he will 
in other things ſwallow a camel, devour widdows 
houſes. The ſincere will indulge no fin grieves 
for, groans under, cryes out feelingly againſt his 
— infrmities, but moſt dreads what molt 

tes. 

Rule XIV. To allow your ſclver in the negleci of 
wo duty, but to reſerve your zeal for tbe duties of moſt 
weight. To tyth mint, and cummin, and neglect 
_— mercy, and faith to be zealous for 

umane Ceremonies; Ordinances, and mens Tra- 
ditions, and omit the weightier matters of the 
Law, is right the Phariſees guile, Matth. 23. 3. 
Matth. 15. 2. To eye both the Tables, to joyn 
ſweetly rogether moralicy and piety , to be pun- 
Qual with men, but not careleſs of God to give 
toCeſar the things that arcC eſar's,bur firſt to give 
to God the things that be Gods; this is to do more 
than others. The ſincere Chriſtian hath reſpect 
to all Gods Command ments, walks in all his Sta- 
tutes 3 he is throughout with God, but he is moſt 
zealous in thoſt things that lie next the heart of 
Religion, b Rule 


10 cot of Conſeience, 


Rule XV. To love your 


£22 8. Pſal, 141. 5. 
XVI. 


N 


with carnal airus q you muſt do your common and 
civil actions with heavenly aims. 


A. 


8 


Q. Hm may we know whether we be, and do 
— ol 

I wer thi ion by propoundi 
eight Queſtions to you, beſeeching you to — 
to the moſt ſolemn and ſtrict examination, and 
make conſcience to give a clear anſwer to theſe 
. few Interrogatorics, and that will reſolve the 

Cale. 


QI. Whenothers do pick and chooſe haue you 
reſpeci 20 oll Gads Commandments f The hypocrite 
may have gecat reſpect to the comforts , but he 
hath little to the commands of Religion: He is much 
tor the priviledges and promiſes; little for the pre- 
cepts and duties: He is partial in the Law: he will 
take but here and there where he likes, and where 
Gods commands will ſerve his Intereſt: or at leaſt 
will not pinch too hard upon the fic(h. The ſound 
Chriſtian ſets all Gods commands before him: 
He eyes all his copy 3 and heartily deſigus and 
fiudies' a throughout conformity: He hath no 
ſtarting holes, nor contr/ved baunts not doth he 
halt between the Lord and Baal; nor ſerve two 
Maſters : He doth not fear the Lord end ſerve o- 
ther Gods ; nor divides his ſervice between God 
aud Mammon, but he is all far uniformity and 
: entirely 


. Herein David 
doth more than Abab, fee their contrary frames, | 
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fectly, ſorſake all his fins and keep all Gods fla 
tutes that are known to him: Let me. therefore 
ask you two gueltions, (1) When others divide 
the Tables, do you (weetly conjoyn them in your 
practice? The hypocrite. it way be is juft and 
ſquare toward men, but ſollo bim to his family 
or cloſet, you (ball find but liit le af God ; His a- 
mily is neglected, his foal is negleRted ; Or it may 
be he is a forward firſt Table man, but you ſhall 
find him tardy in the ſecond : He will make many 
prayers, and long prayers, yet make no conſcience 
ol devouring widdows houſes : He is a great pre- 
tendet to piety, but mean while neglects judge- 
ment, and mezcy.; The fincere joyn altogether : 
He is ſo far carctul of jullice with men, that mean 
while he will not negle the firſt and great part of 
juſtice, viz. to give God bis due: He doth juſtly, 
he loves merey., but withal walks hurably with 
God: He walketh ſoberly, with teſpect to hituſeli. 
righttouſly towards his neighbour, and godly to- 
wards his Maker: He is not one of thole that arc 
good only on their knees, but you (hall find him 
cvery where conſcieq; ious: you (hall have rempe- 
rance at his table, chaſtity and modeſty in his beha- 
viour, grace aud gruth in his words, charity vo his 
deeds, faithfulneſs in his truſt, juſtice in his deal- 
ings. He doth not only ſeem to be Religious, but 
bridleth his tongue: He is not only a good Cbri · 
lian, but a good Neighbour, not only a good Man, hut 
a good Huſband, à good Maſter, a dutiſal Child, 2 
diligent and faithful Servant, à good Subject. In 
a word, he makes great conſcience of 22 

the 


. , <<. oz. 
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the duties of his relations among mea. Ka) Whey 
others flick in gxternals, do you look to the ſpj- 
ritual part of every command, and principally 
e 
not | ing duties, 
but do you carefully look to the manner of per- 
of them, and the ends for which you do 

them Do you not only make conſcience 

48 but of ſecret fins ? Do you abbund above 
all in ſecret duties Do you keep a watch upon 
your hearts, and make conſcience, not only of the 
grols of fin, but even of ſiuſul thoughts. incl» 
and defires? and are grieved even with 
your very infirmities and the corrupt diſpoſition 
of your natures, which yoa cannot help though 
you would | 
u. When others bave their reſerves in cloſing 
with Chriſt, do you give ap all to him entirely / Have 
you taken Chriſt not hand over head, but delibe- 
rately, 1 fitting down tuſt, and 
counting the coſt? Have you not fecret reſerves 
for your owt caſe, ſaſety, eſtates, eſieem on ſome 
beloved fin > Have you upon ſolemn confidera- 
tion accepted Chriſt as the Lord your righteouſ- 
neſs, for better for worſe, for all changes of times 


and conditions ? to run all hazards with him, and 


to take your lot with him, fall as it will? 
Qn. ben others are for a little of Religion, by 


' theby, do you mag Religion your buſineſs Do you 


not pat off God with the worlds leavings? and 
ſerve him when you are at leifure ? Muſt not God 
ſtand by, while the world is firſt ſerved? and ave 
not your ſouls the leaſt of your cares ? and put off 
with ſome by-ſcraps,and endy of your time ? Is Re · 
gion your Trade, & yo.r converſation in * 
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do you walk with God? or have you only now and 
then a turn with him? When. you have ended 
your Prayers, is there an end of your Religion till 
you come to them again ? or do you carry ona 
deſign of Religion throughout your whole courſe? 
have you only a liſt of religion at the outſide of the 
piece? or is the woof of Religion woven into the 
whole cloth? into heart and life ? into your di(- 
courſe and trades and tables ? re 


and S ? and is this the one thing 


with David, one thing bave I defired of the Lord, 
that I will ſech after, & c. 

Q_1V. When others are for the wages of Religion, 
are you for the Work / Can youTay with David , 
I b ave choſen thy ? do your hearts come off 
freely in this choice Had you rather be boly,than 
otherw, if you were at your choice? had you 
rather be Gods ſervants, and live at his command, 
than at your own luſts? Do you count the Laws 
of Chriſt your heritage, or rather do you not 
count them your bondage? do you chooſe not 
only the weges of rightcouſneſs, but the ways of 
rightcouſnels ? Are Gods Commandments your 
delight ? and are the ſaveeteft bowrs of your lives, 
the hours you ſpend with him? Do you never 
enjoy your ſelves ſo much as hen you moſt enjoy 
God? Is his ſervice the greateſt comfort, and is it 
meat and drink to you to do his will, ( unleis when 
you arc not your ſelves in the time of temptation, 
or deſettion.) Do you make ule of holy dutics 
only as men do of Phylick, when they are ill at 


calc, 


14 Taſer of Conſeience, | 
eaſe, when cooſcience laſbeth, or aMidtion filings, | 
ts it were, to conjere down the frightfal faries ? 
ot to pacific God, that he may not you? of 
elſe do yon uſe them as your daily bread ; the 
n and tneatis of your com- 
forrs "++ #w 


Q.. No others ave for the cheap and cafie re · 
ligion, are you for ſelf } When others ute 
for the religion that will N „tre you 
for that which will ſerve God het When others 
are all the ſparing hand, and will fpare what 
may be — rc fave 
charges to heaven, are you incely 
ſpirits, — 2 not to ſerve the Lord with that 
which will coſt yon nothing ? Is your courſe of te- 
ligion ſuch as doth put your ſſeſh to it, and crofs 
and curb its deſites 3 Or do you love to give it 
what it creves, and ſuffer it to take irs 0wn way ? 
Have you nochemy you dread fo much as (elf ? 
Do you pamper and pleaſe it, and make provifion 
for it? or do you pray and witch againffit , and 
grieve for its in ſirtnities in your actions? 
and had rathet than all the world that this enemy 
were under your ſeet: 

Q- VE. When others are for no more of Religion 
than needs muſt, art you for the beight of Religion / 
The hypocrite (as one well) is very inquiſitive 
-what is the loweft pitch that a man may have, and 
go to heaven 17 upon this defign, if he could 
find but this, lie would look no further: but the 
tincere Chriſlian, though ſatisfied that his ſtate is 
fafe, will reſt in no attainments in grace; but 
reaches forward and preſſes on, iſ it were poſhble to 
attain to the teſurtection of rhe dead. He that doth 
not deſire, and defign, and endeavour perfection, never 
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yes came 


lineſs for 


fore are only for ſo mach as will 2 falſe ohen of 
bear their charges thither ; others e 
make uſe of hol only as « juſtly defire ir, 
bridge to Heaven, and therefore as the end of 
are for no more then will juſt ſerve ry 
heir turn *. The true believer hath I © being 
2 holy nature and therefore holineſs God in perfet 
in his element & natural employ- holineſs. 
ment ; and he muſt needs deſite 
holineſs in irs height, becauſe every nature reaches 
after perfection in its kind: The godly deſires not 
holineſs only becauſe it is the way to Heaven, 
butt he loves Heaven the better for the holy 
that leads to it, and for the perſect holineſs ln 
is there. | 
, VI. When others are all for the Salvation of 

Chrift, are you as truly for $ anfification by Chriſt ? 
Do you take Chriſt as God offers him with all his 
offices · and benefits, to be both a Prince and a Sa- 
viour, to give you repentance as well as tem 
of fins? Are you willing of the domixtion of Chri 
as well as deliverance by Chrift ? Do you cloſe with 
his burden, as well as his benefits ? do you count 
his laws your liberty ? his government, not your 
bondage, but your priviledge? his ſervice your 
freedom ? Do you go in Chriſts ways, as in ves 
or fetters ? or do you run with cnlargment of 
heart, delight or real willingneſs ? 

Q: Vii. hen others do make ſelf their end, ds 
you ſet up God above all as your end?The hy- 
pocrite doth the ſame duties with the Godly, but 


with 
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16 of Conſcience, 
with different ends ? He eats for himſelf, and fafty 
for himſcif, and prays with no better than ſelf- 
ends, and therefore is rejected. Now is it your 
great deſign in your whole courſe to gloritic God 
1 God ? Do you count this your whole 
and blefſcednels? Do you make other buſi - 
neſs to ſfoop to this?other intereſſ to yield to this? 
Do your fouls breathe after this above all worldly 


you count your name and your eftate us loſ7, and 
the delights of ſenſe but puddle water in compari- 
fon of Chriſt ? If Conſcience give in a comfortable 
and clear anſwer to theſe Q 1eftions, Go in peace, 
Bleſſed ate you of the Lord: God is your Friend: 
Heaven is your Heritage: The Promiſcs ate your 
Portion : Chriſt is yours, all is yours For he 
that doth theſe things (hall never be moved, 


Pſal. 15.5. 


A Neceſſary Caſe on 1 Tbeſ. 4. 1. 


Hat may, and muſt a Chriſtian be, and 
2 W do, — he may pleaſe God? 

A. To your pleafing of God ſomething is neceſſary 
4 10 your perſons or eftates, and ſomething as 20 your 
performances and alls. 

Firft,As to your perſons or eftates. it is neceſſary 
in general that you be in a ftate of rte ncili ation 
with God : If you would walk woxthy ot the Lord 
un'o all pleaſing you maſt tirlt be friends with him: 
for bow can two walk together excepn they be agreed: 
Get the controverhic taken up between God and 
thee, and then ſhalt thou with Levi, walk with G4 

m 


good, that Chriſt may be magnified in you? Do 
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Judicionſly Reſolved. 27 
<4 war Labour to get the breaches. made up, 
to have the enmity ſlain, to have divine diſpica- 
ſure removed, till thy pardon be obtained, and 
thy peace made, nothing thou canſt do will pleaſe 
God ; he will be angry with thy perſon,and angry 
with thy prayers : What a tart Meſſage is that to 
impenitent ſinnets, Malach. 1-10.God cannot take 
pleaſure in their perſons 3 I have no pleaſure in yon, 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts } nor in any of their pertor- 
mances z neither will 1 an ing at 
hand.] He proleſſeth that U fout — deſighe 
in them, and tells them they are unto him & 4 
Veſſel wherein there is no pleaſure, Gen. 22. 28. It's 
the modeſt exprethon of that Veſſel into which 
Nature empries it ſelf. Come in then, and touch 
the golden Scepter ; yield to mercy 3 kiſs the Son 
refign to Chriſt : accept of the peace tendred you 
in the Word of Reconciliation and then God 
will be friends (more particularly,) that you may 
be in a fate of Reconciliation, and ſo in a capacity 
of pleafing God, you muſt follow theſe directions. 

1. Put off every ſin : It is your iniquity that 
ſcparaterh between you and your God : this is the 
make-bate; If thou wouldfi have God pleaſed, 
turn every fin out of doogs, pluck it out, caſt it 
from thee: If zhow regard iniquity in thine beart, God 
will not bear thee nor regard thee, Pal. 66.8. It thou 
art of them that have pleaſure in wnrighteowſneſr,the 
Lord hath no pleaſurt in thee, He is not a God that 
hath pleaſure in wickedneſs; evil (hall not dwell 
with him: the fooliſh (hall not Rand in his fight : 
he hateth all the workers ot iniquity. See that 
thou abandon every ſin that thou knoweſt;, ſpare 
vot one Agag 3 not a right eye, not an Herodies 3 


tor then God ui l not fpare thee ; Give the Dar- 
| b ling 
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— thy boſom a Bill of divorce : ſay to all thy 
Idols, ges thee bence. God will not look to that man 


that looks pleaſantly upon any fin : The jealous 
God will not endure to ſee thee hankering on the 
Harlots lips ; embracing any fn with delight: He 
will not beer it to ſee thee ſimile upon any fin : He 
holds thee for a Traytorto his Crown, if thou 
willingly harbour his Enemy : Though thou be 
very diligent in Gods ſervice, and preſenteſt him 
with multitude uf Sacrifices, and many Prayers, 
he will be pleaſed with nothing, but hide his Face, 
and ftop his Ears, whillt thou keepeft thine iniqui- 
ties in thine hands, Ia. 1.16, 7,18. God will not 
amicably treat with them that will not put away 
the evil of their doings. O look into thy hands 
look into thy heart ! look into thy houſe / into thy 
ſhop ! thy trade ! thy calling / lee if there be not 
ſome way of wickedneſs, that thou art found in. 
Thou canſt not have peace with God, nor he 
pleaſure in thee, till this be removed. put off there- 
fore the Old Man with his deeds. 
2. Put on the Lord Feſws Chrift, Rom. 13. 
Firft.The red Robe of bis Righteouſneſi for juſtifi- 
cation: The Lord will never give thee a good look, 
a good word but in Chriſt;He is a reveoging, 
a conſuming fire out of Chr iii: but get an his robes 
and he will be well pleaſed. Enoch had this teſti- 
mony that he pleated God : but Chi iſt had much 
more, that God was well pleaſed with finners, in 
and for him. Away with theſe rags, and with 
theſe tig-leaves. How can the righteous foul of 
God but «bhor you, whilſt in the menſtruous 
cloaths of your own righteouſneſs ? Dare not to 
come to God but with Chriſt in your Arms: Ap- 
proach him not but in 9 of your — 
ro- 
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Brother, leit you carry away the curſe. Foſhns's 


thy garments muſt be put off, and Chritts Ray- 
ment put on: or elſe there is no ſtanding before 


the bright and burning eyes of intinite holineſs, 


Pat on the Lord Jefus in believing i that is, ac- 
cept of him in all his Offices, with all his incorve- 
niences, and deliver up thy ſelf to him and this 
will intitle thee to his merits, and righteouſnes: 


Without this nothing will avail. If thy head 


were waters, and thine cyes a fountain of tears, if 
thou ſhouldſt wear thy tongue to the roots with 
praying, if thou ſhouldſt weep an Ocean, and 


waſh thy ſelf in thy own brine ;; all could not 


get out one ſpot : nothing can be accepted while 
thou acc out of Chriſt ; and therefore in the firſt 
place apply thy ſelf to him. God will accept of 
no Gilt but off his Altar. 

Secondly, The white Kobe of bis grace of Sandli- 
fication, Rev. 5. 11. Thou that art in the fleſh, 
that is, unrenewed, unſanctiſied, canf? not pleaſe 
God, Rom. B. S. Never think — up the — 2 
ter by a little mending and reforming particular 
Acts: Man, thy beart muſt be renewed, thy ſtate 
muſt be clean altered, or God cannos be pleaſed, 
Marth. 7.16,17,18. The Tree muſt be made good, 
the Fountain muſt be healed, or elſe the ſtreatu 
will be ſalt and the fruit ſower. If Chriſt be once 
formed in thee, that is, his image in his grace: 
Likeneſs is the ground of Love: Similitude and 
ſuitablenefs of nature, is the loadſtone of aſſection. 
God cannot but love his own likeneſs : Would(t 
thou have his Favour ? wouldft thou be his De- 
light ? Then conform to his pleaſure; fiudy to be 
like him, purifie thy (elf as he is pute. The righ- 


teous Lord ſoveth righteouſneſs : he deſſreth 
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20 Caſes of Conſcience, 
truth in the inward parts, and takes infinite com- 
placency in the graces of his people. Thele are the 

ard and 2 Saffron, the Spices, the Beds of 
Lillies ; the ſweet Oyntments that Chrift is ſo ta- 
ken up with: T are the Cinamon and the 
Trees of Frankiacenſe ; the Calamus and the 
Camphirez the Myrrhe and the Aloes ; the Chains 
of the neck, and the precious Pearls that he is o 
raviſhed withal, and doth fo ſuperlatively com- 
mend, Cam 4-9, This is the Rayment of Needle- 
work and Gol of Opbir, wherein the Queen is 
preſented to her Royal Husband, Pſal. 45. 9. 13. 
Therefore as the Ele& of God holy and beloved, 
Col. 5. 12, 13. Put ye on bowels of mercy. kindneſy, 
put off all theſe, anger, wrath, malice ſs thy commu* 
nication, and put on the new Man, Col.3 9.10. Par- 
ticularly, let me commend to you ſome ſpecial 
graces which God doth manifeſt himſelf to be 
wonderfully pleaſed withal. As ever you would 
pleaſe God get on theſe : 

I. Be cloatbed with Hamility, 1 Pet. 3. 5. This 
is a Garment which muſt be put on, or elſe you 
cannot be accepted or ſaved, Math. 18. 3, Here 
is the dre{gghat you muſt come to God in. He 
muſt be ſerved in bumility of mind, Acts 20.14. You 
mult humble your ſelves to walk with him, Mich. 
6. 8. Humility is a plain, but yet a comely gar- 
ment. This grace doth emincatly honour God; 
and therefore God doth put a peculiar honour 
upon, and manifeſt a moſt ſpecial delight in this. 
Ot ail the men in che world, this is the man that 
God will look unto, even he that is poor and of 
 contrite ſpirit, that tren bleth at his Word, I. 
66. 2, Though he be the high and lofty One,who 
lahabiteta Eternity, whoſe Name is Holy, — 

whence 
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whence the trembling ſoul is ready to conclude, 
that ſurely ſuch a fearful Mijeſty cannot but de- 
ſpiſe him 3 ſuch ſin hating purity cannot but ab- 
hor him; yet he will lay (Iſa. 47. 15.) afide 
his Majeſty and brar with mans impurity, and 
condeſcend to moſt familiar and conſtant commu» 
nion and cohabitation with his poor duſt, when 
contrite at his feer, and proſtrate in humility. If 
thou wouldeſt be accepted of God, come as Bew- 
bad adi ſet vants to the King of Iſrael. with a rope 
about thy neck, and aſhes on thy head, 1 King. 20. 
32. think meanly of thy (elf and God will ho- 
nour thee, 1 Sam. 2. 30. Put thy (elf in the low- 
eft rooms, and God will ſet thee higher, Be lit- 
tle in thine own eyes, and thou ſhalt be high in 
his. A proud heart and a proud look is with God 
the firſt-born of abominationz As ever thou 
wouldſt have God well-pleaſed with thee, be 
throughly diſpleaſed with thy ſelf : If thou doſt 
throughly loath thy ſelf, God doth love thee : It 
thou bhorreſt thy ſelt, God delighteth in thee. 
Be angry with thy (elf, and the "Almighty will 
turn away his anger from thee:Condemn thy (elf, 
and God will acquit thee. In no wiſe extenuate 
thy ſins, nor juftifie thy ſelf. Think the worſe of 
thy ſelf, and be willing that others ſhould think 
meanly of thee, and heartily love them that ſlighe 
thee. This is the frame in which God is well 
pleaſed : paſs ſentence on thy ſelt, and God will 
abſolve thee : Set thy (elf at his ſoot - ſtool, and he 
will lift thee up into the Throne, Rev. 2. 
II. Labour for ſincerity: This is not a diſtin grace 
from the reft , vet for Docttines fake I ſpeak to 
it diſtiactiy. Uprightneſs is the great thing that 
God looks after, and covenants tor, Gen. 17. 


22 Caſes of Conſcience, 

It renders all our perſons and performances ac- 
ceptable before God, Prov. 15. 8. Such as are up- 
in the way are Gods delight, Prov. 11. 20, 
To theſe are all the promiſes of peace, Salvation, 
Pardon, Preſervation, Bleſſedueis. Pſal. 87. 10. In 
= word, there is no good thing God will with- bold 
from them that walk wprightly, Prov. a g. 10. This was 
Noab's praiſe, that be was whright in bis genera- 
tiow : This was that ſet off Fob at ſuch a rate that 
God doth © extol him for, and as it were make 
his boaſt of him 4 the ſingular ſincerity and inte- 
grity of his heart. Study to be upright : Sce that 
he miin bent of your hearts be to pleaſe God, and 
-honour him : That God's intereſt be vppcrmodi 
wich you: That he hath the chief ſbare in you, 
and the eye of the foul be principally to him; tor 
in this fincerity doth conſiſt, as to your main 
flate. Let your great care be of your hearts: 
Here is a Chriſtians great work, The Lord ſeeth 
nat as man ſeeth; for man looketh og the out- 
ward appearance , 'but the Lord looketh to the 
heart: fee therefore that thou look to it: Let thine 
eye be chicfly there where God's eye is: He look- 
eth not fo much what thou doſt, as with what a 
heart : Go then and do likewiſe : yet be not (a+ 
ti*ficd in this, that you are upright as to your 
Mates, but labour to approve your ſelves in up- 
trighineſs to God in your particular actions: Do 
common, as well as ſpiritual actions with holy 
ends: Much of our lives arc loſt for want of this: 
So much as is done for God, of his ſtrange grace 
he accounts himfclf our debror. But what # 
done for no higher end than ſelf, is loſt from od 

account, 
111. Put on @ ſpirit of ztal and adiviiy. How 
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Judiciouſly Reſolved. 23 
wonderfully is God pleaſed with Phiness zeal, 
Numb. 25. 11,12, 13. What a great approbation 
dath he maniſeſt of him? What an atteſtation 
doth he give to him ? he is ſo greatly pleaſed with 
his zealous appearance for him, that he turns a- 
way his diſpleaſure from the whole congregation 
of Iſrael, and overlooks their crimſon provoca- 
tions againſt him. On the contrary, there is no- 
thing that God is more diſpleaſed with than the 
remiſneſs, and lifeleſsnels, and indifferency in Re- 
ligion. The luke- warm water is not a greater of- 
fence to the flomach, than the luke · warm Protel- 
for is to God 3 and therefore he will ſpue ſuch a 
one out of his mouth, Rev 3. 16. Chriſtians, where 
is your zcal for the Lord ot Hoſts ? Chriſts redee- 
med muſt be zealous of good works: Tit. 2. 14. 
not ſloathſul in buſineſs, but fervent in Ipirit. ſer- 
ving the Lord, Ad 18. 25. Ram. 12. 1. Als 26. 
6, 7. inſlantly night and day tor the hope of the 
promiſe: do not only that which is right in the 
fight of the Lord, but do it with all your heart : 
The Lord loveth a willing ſervant : Beflir your 
ſelves for the Lord. Be ye followers of Chriſt 
who went up and down doing good. Every 
Chriſtian ſhould be a common bleiling. A pub- 
lick good. This is to be the children of your Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven , who is good unto all, 
and his tender mercies ate over all his works: And 
be ſure the Father doth beſt love ihat child that is 
mot like him: A private narrow ſpirit is a low 
and a baſe ſpirit 3 unworthy of a Chriſtian, A 
Catholick communicative ſpirit, tull of great de- 
fires, and great deligns, A large heart, ſet upon 
doing good, whoſe fire chough ever hotteſt within, 
will be breaking forth dt his breaſt and provoking 

B 4 other 


24 * -— Caſes of Conſcience, 
others: whoſe love will not be confined to a party 
but gladly and thankfully owneth Chriſt where- 
ever he ſees him. This Catbolick ſpirit. 1 lay, is 
the glory of Religion ; the Churcbes bleſſing , and 
Gode delight 

IV. Livt by faith, Heb. 10. 38. This is a pre- 
cious grace in Gods account, 2 Pet. 1. 1. 1 Pet.1. 
7. Ir giveth glory to God; and therefore God 
raketh no ſmall pleaſure in it. By faith Esoeb ob- 
tains that teſtimony that he pleaſed God, Rom 4. 
20, Heb. 11- F. 2 Cor. 4. 18. Heb. 11. 39. Mat. 
8. 10. If you would ſo walk as to pleaſe God, 
you muſt walk by faith. Chriſtians muſt 
look to the things unſeen 3 they muſt not live 
at the common rate: Chriſt muſt be their life 
»nd breath, their prayers aud their promiles, their 
daily bread. By faith did the Elders obtain that 
good report : t was faith that Chrilt was fo greatly 
taken with in the Centorion , which mide him 
to commend him for a None ſuch, This was that 
which won ſuch a tingular praiſe and approba- 
tion from our Saviour to the woman of Ca 
even her victorious faith, Matth. 1 5. 28. Thou 
haſt taken away my heart, my Siſter, my Spoule, 
thou hatt taken away my heart with one of thine 
eyes, Cast. 4. p. that is, with thy faub. Live in 
the power of taith, and thou wilt pleaſe him to 
the heart: Giveglory to him by believing. Let 
the life thou now liveſt in the fleſh be by taith of 
the Son of God: Faith, as one well tays, is the 
navel ot mortality. h h h haſt 

Live by faich in proſperityz though thou 
the world about oak wig not be above thee 3 
keep it at thy fect; uſe it as thy ſervant: Be 
much ip the vicws of glory, gad W 
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Judiciouſiy Reſolved. 25 
of Eternity : Buy as though thou poſſeſſeſt nor, 
rejoyce as though thou rejoyceſt not, love as 
though thou loveſt not, uſe this world as not abu- 
hang it 3 it is but a faſhion, not a ſwbſtance, and that 
which it is paſſeth away, 1 Cor. 7. 30, 31. Uſe ic 
therefore with mortificd affcions, and prove the 
lincerity of your faith by the victory over your 
iuordiuate content and delight in, and defires at- 
ter, and cares for the things of this world, 1 oba 


$5. 4+ 

Live by faith in adverſity ; Weep as though 
you wept not 3 enduring the croſs and deſpiting 
the ſhame, as looking unto Felus, Heb. 12.2, Heb. 
11. 26. accounting Chriſis reproaches your riches, 
his ſhame your glory, 4d, 5- 41. Compare theſe 
light a fflict ions with the weight of glory, 2 Cor.4. 
17. Rom. 8. 18. Ply your hearts with the Pro- 
miſes. Count if you can the riches that are laid 
up in them. Roll your ſclves upon the Lord, 
Pſal. 37. 5. and know that your heavenly Father 
hath no greater delight, than to fee his Children 
truſt him with confidence, when all vilible helps 
are out of fight, and he ſcems tobe their enemy, 
Fob 13. 15. : 

v. Put on the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
this is in the ibi of God @ great price, Study to 
be (1 Pet. 3. 4+) like your Father, flow to anger, 
ready to torgive, Pſal. 130. 1, 8. forgetting inju- 
ries, loving enemies, requitiog ill- will with kind» 
neſs, ill words with courtchies , neglects with 
benetits ; and if any wrong you, do him a kindneſs 
the ſooner : ſo ſhall you bear his likeneſs and be 
his delight, And know ye that ate of unmorti- 
hed — ons, and uabridled tongues, God hath an 
eſpecial hatied and diſpleaſure againit, a 2 — 

art 
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beart and a froward tongue, Prov, 3+ 32.11-20.1.12, 
8. 12, Wee 
Dove reſt in a wrathful heart. Chriſt is a 

of mecknels : how can he take pleaſure in an un- 
quiet contentioas ſpirit ; Verily with the froward 
he will ſhew himfelf froward, Pſal. 18. 26. If 
you will not forgive others, he- will not forgive 
you. Art thou hatd to be pleaſed, a froward wile, 
a froward maſter, 2 and wiltul (ervanc? 
ſurely God will not be pleaſed with thee : he will 
mete to you as you meaſure to others, Matth. 
16. 24. 

VI. Get @ ſpirit of ſelf-denysl. God is then 
pleaſed beſt — ſelt — moſt : When 
we can be content to be empty, content to be a 
baſed, that God might be honoured 4 and with the 
Holy Baptift, are willing to be eclipſed by Chriit; 
willing to decreaſe that he may increaſe: counting 
ous ſelves no loſers whilſt his intereſt is a gainer : 
Fobn 3. 29, 30. rejoycing that we are made low 
tor Chrifts advancement : This is well-pleafing 
unto God : How greatly was he pleaſed with 
Solomon's (elf-denying choice, and gives him his 
asking, throwing in riches, and honours into the 
bargain? 1 Kings 3+ 10, 11,12, Strange was 4: 
brabam's ſelt - denial. What ! to ſacrifice with his 
own hand, the whole hope of his Family / the 
Heir of Promiſe ! the Child of his Years / a Son! 
an only Son! when his life was bound up in the 
lads liſe? Was ever mortal thus put to it? But 
Abrabam (hall nor be a loſer. God gives him a 
tefiimony from Heaven: bleſſes him, blefſcs his 
Seed: bleſſes all Nations in him, Gen. 22. 15,16, 
17, 18. Wonderful was Mvſes bis ſelf-denial 3 
but more wonderful was his acceptation and . 

ward, 
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| ward, Heb. 11. 24 none like Moſes, Dent. 34-10, 


God preferred him in another manner than Pha- 
raab could. He mult ſpeak with him face to face, 
as a man with his friend: His word ſhall be as it 
were a Law with God : Speak for whom he will, 
they ſhall be ſpared though they ſeem d to be de- 
voted to deſtruction. But ſpeak againſt him who 
durſi,he ſhall be ſure to bear his iniquity, Num. 12. 
8. Forget ſelt : Renounce thine own wildomzthine 
own worthineſs; thine own will : Bite in thy 
pallions: Curb thine appetite : Bridle thy tongue: 
This do, and thou ſhalt be greatly accepted: and 
ſhalt find that Gods favour will infinitely reward 
thee, for all the murmuriog oppoſitions and diſ- 
contents of thy fleſh, which will be xeady to be 
impatient to have the reins held fo hard. 

VII. Maintain 4 ſpirit of reſolmtitn and conftancy 
in the ways of God, Heb. 10. 38. This was the te- 
nown ot the three Worthies, Dan. 3. They feared 
not the tiercencls of Nebuchaduczzer's rage, nor 
the fire of the furnace: all the world could not 
make them bow : and how gloriouſly did God 
own them, and miraculouſly evidence his pleaſure 
in them: Scand your ground : Reſolve to live 
and dic by ſubſtantial godlinels : cleave to the 
Lord with full purpoſe of heart : Let no dithcul- 
tics make you change your ſtation, then ſhall you 
be an honour and a pleaſure to the God that made 

ou. 
, Well then, would you know what frame of 
heart is pleaſing to God ? why this bumble, ſincere, 
zealous alive frame, this believing mech, ſe!f- deny- 
ing, reſolved trame , this is the trame that is well 
pleaſing in the fight of God ? 

Secondly, As to your performances, more briefly 

that 


28 ca of Conſcience, 


that thoſe may pleaſe God, you muſt heedfully 


look to theſe tive things. 

1. That they be done by the right Rule; which is 
Gods Word; You muſt not follow the imaging- 
tions of your own hearts, Nzmb. 15. 39. you muſt 
not do that which is fight in your own eyes: In 
all ſacred actions you muſt have Gods command 
to warrant you. You may hot offer to God of 
that, of which you are not able to fay, Thon requi- 
reſt theſe things at our bands, Wa. 1. 12. In all civil 
actions you muſt have Gods allowance. Be ſure 
he will never accept that which his Word con- 
demns z under pain of Gods diſpleafure, dare not 
to ſet your hands to what the Word forbids. 

2. That they be dove to the right end, which is, 
Gods glory: How damnably did the Phariſces 
erre? How miſerably did Febu miſcarry ? and 
both in acts, for the matter commanded, for want 
of aiming ar this end. 

3. That they proceed from right Principles. (1) 
Faith, without which, it is impothble to pleaſe 
God: Praycr v il} not avail except it be the Prayer 
of Faith, Heb. 11.6. We believe, and therefore 
we (peak. (2) Loe: If we ſhould give our 

oods to the poor, and bodies to the fire, and not 

rom Love, it would profit us 'nothing : where 
the flaviſh fear of hell only, or of the laſhes of 
conſcience, or the love of mans praiſe,carries men 
to duties, or where any other carnal principle is 
predominant in the act, it cannot pleaſe God. (3) 
Fear: we cannot ſerve God acceprably, without 
reverence and godly fear (no* laviſh tear.) The 
Lord taketh pleaſure in them that fear bim, in them 
that hope in his mercy. Obſerve the happy mix · 


tare, where theſe two arc conjoyned 3 that is, 4 
true 


. 
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true hlial fear, Saith David, I will come to thy 
Howſe in the multitade of thy mercy, (Behold his 


faith) and in thy fear will I worſhip towards thy 


boly Temple ( there is his fear, with faith) Faith 
without fear were bold preſumption : Fear with» 
out faith is ſinſul deſpair : joyn them together and 
God is well-pleaſed. 

4. That they be done in a right manner : Prepa- 
redly,not raſhly and inconfiderately in the preſence 
of fo dreadful a Majeſty;prudensly,for lawtul Ads 
may be ſpoiled, and be done unlawfully without 
conſideration had to the offence that may in ſome 
caſes) attend them 3 yea holy Duties as well as 
common Actions may be turned into fins, by 
being ill-timed, and for want of a due attending 
the preſent circumſtances : Holily, not raſhly, ut- 
tering any thing with our mouths before God 3 
but behaving our ſelves as in his fight : Heartily , 
not feignedly: with our lips going, when our 
minds are r 

That they be diredled through the right meant, 
that is , Jeſus Chriſt the only way tothe Father: 
Bring all thy Sacrifices to the High Prieſt offer all 
wpon this Altar, elſe all is loſt : not that it is 
enough to {ay (Through our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
Amen) at the end; but in every duty you mult 
come with lively dependance on him for righte- 
oulneſs and firength, for aſſiſtance and acceprance. 
Remember to do all in the Name of the Lord Jeſus : 
to come leaning upon his hand , without this all 
your ſetviees will be re jected at laſt, 


The 
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C HAP. II. 


A third Caſe of Conſcience grounded 
upon the words of our Saviour. 


John 8.29. For I do always thoſe things that 
pleaſe him. 


Q-. ol by any man able in this life to come up to the 
| Example of Chrift in this, To M alwayt 
thoſe things that pleaſe God 

Anſ.ln regard there is none that doth good and 
ſinneth not, and God is not, nor can be pleaſed 
with fin, no not in his own people, but moſt of 
all hires it in them it cannot be that any man in 
this life ſhould fally come ap to Chriſts Example 
in this: yet may we come ſo far on towards ir, as 
that not only in our immediate addreſſes to God, 
but in the general courle of our lives, we may 
come to pleaſe God, Thus Enoch aud Noah walked 
wb God: 4 e. in their general courſe they walked 
ſo as topleaſt God, and approve themſelves in his 
fight, Thus the meaneſt of Action, if done by us 
as unto the Lord, as the Servants of Chriſt, have 
. a promiſe of acceptance and reward, Col. 3. 22, 
23, 24. 

"Ein How may we come in our meaſurt to 
be followers of Chrift in this, to do always thoſe 
things that pleaſe God ? 

Anſw. In order to this,tbere is ſomething ny 
1 
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with reference 1. To owr Perſons : 2. To our Prin- 
ciples : 3- Te our Pratiices, with reference to aur 
Perſons : and here it is neceſſary. 1. That there 
be an alteration of oxy natures by renewing grace : 
for they that are in the fleſh cannot leaſe God, 
Rom. 8. 8. 

Theſe wild Vines muſt needs bring forth ſamve 
grapes, Iſs. 5. 4 The froit that they bear (how 
ipecious and fair foever to the eye) is evil fruit 
Matth. 7. 17. Where there is not a good treaſure 
ol grace in the heart, a man cannot in his actions 
bring forth good things, Mat. 12. 36. 

Many cnlightned ſinners think by reading, and 
praying forlaking ſome conſcience- waſting fins, 
to pacihe God, and ſet all right: Miſtaken fouls, 
let me undeceive you: you begin at the wrong 
end, your firſt and greateſt care muſt be, to get 
Jour bearts and natures changed and renewed by the 

of converting grace : you labour in vain at the 
itreams, while the tountain of corruption in the 
heart remains in its ſtrength. You muſt not think 
it is with you 2 it is with a ruinous houſe, where 
the mending of here and there a little will make 
up all again, but the old building muſt be quite 
taken down, and the foundation ftone laid anew, 
in a ſound repentance from dead works, and through 
converſion unto God, Till this be done you mult 
know that God hath u pleaſurt in you, neither will 
accept an offcring at your hand, Mal. 1. 10. ashe 
dot h from thoſe that are his friends. 

2. That there be the Acceptation of your perſons 
through faith in Chriſt Feſw : For in him alone it 
is that God will be weli-picaled. Marth. 3. laſt. So 
that without faith, interelling us in him, is i im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. 11. 6, 


For 
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For the better underſtanding both theſe Parti- 
culars , know that there arc two Attributes of 
God to which you muſt bear a conformity, ox elſe 
you cannot pleaſe him. 

1. The bolineſs of God : for he is not a God that 
hath pleaſure in iniquity 3 He hearcth no ſinners: 
The fooliſh (hall not ſtand in his fight ; He hateth 
all the workers of iniquity, Pſal. 5. 4, 5- Job. 9, 
31. God can no more take pleaſure in the unſan- 
ctiñed. than we in [wine or ſerpents. 

2. The Fuftice of God: for he will by no means 
clear the guilty, Exod, 34. 7. Could we ha ve in- 
berent holineſs in us in our unpardoned Rate, yet 
Juſtice could not but be infinitely offended while 
guilt lieth unremoved 3 as you may fee in Chrift, 
For though he were perfetHly boly, yet being under 
the guilt of our fins 1mpured to him, the (everi- 
ty ot Gods juſtice broke out againſt him. : 

Now man being naturally an offence both to 
the bolineſs and juſtice of God, there muſt oſ ne- 
ec{hry paſs upon him in order to his pleaſing God, 
this ewo told change. 

1, The real change of $ andification : I call this 
a real change, becauſe by this there is a reakchange, 
infuting ct new qualities and diſpoficions, making 
him of proud humble, of carnal ſpiritual, and 
heavenly, &c. 

2. The relatiive change of Juſtification: I call 
this a relative change, becaule this is not a change 
in a mans nature, but in his condition, making him 
to ſtand in a new relation to the Law, with rele- 
rence to which he was before guilty and condem- 
ned: but now the Law pronounces the ſame man 
clearand acquitted 3 and this is not for any righ- 
teouſneſs infuſed into him, but for the ſatisfoftion 
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and payment of another laid down for him: ſatis· 
faction there muſt be, and a righteouſneſs mutt 
be tendered, or elſe God cannot be at peace. We 
have nothing to pay, 7. 49+ Oh ſinner / a> 
way to — . thee in the Clifts of 
that Rock ; Run to the Fountain opened for fin 
and for uncleanneſs. Appear not before God but 
in the Robes of Chriſts Righteouſneſs. He ſends 
you to Jeſus, as he did them to Fob, Chap. 42. 
the laſt : Go to my ſervant Job, be ſhall pray for you, 
bim will I accept ; Get out of your elves : y to 
Chriſt, labour to be found in him; elſe all your 
endeavours in rinfing and waſhing your (elves 
v hl be to no eſſect. 

9. With reference to our Principles: And here 
it is neceflary that forne corrupt Principles be un- 
learnt, and fome holy Principles be received ant 
retained, 

Some corrupt Principles muſt be xnlearnt. As 
1. That is is enough if we ſerve God on the Lords day, 
and we may ſerve our ſelves all the reſt of the Weth 7 

h God hath reſerved one Day in ſeven 
wholly for his immediate ſervice, which is there- 
fore in a peculiar ſenſe called the Lords day, yet 
we muſt know that every day is bis, and that He 
hath not allowed us one hour flor inch of time, 
but only for his ſervices Indeed he hath fcrvice 
of more ſorts than out: but we muſt know that the 
buſineſs of our ordinary affairs, it rightly done, 
is a ſerving of the Lord Chrift, Col. 3. 24. God i 
is truly terved by you in the working days labour, 
as the Sabbath days ret, it you do it ina right- 
manner, and to holy ends. 

There are a generation Whole Religion is but 
* Jundays Region, which ey put om and off 
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with their Sundays Cloaths and then they think 
God is faizly ſerved for the week ; although God 
knows, that litele they do then, is but poorly done 
neither. Never think God will accept it at chy 
hands, when thou liveſt fix days to che world and 
thy (elf, tor awe that thou ſpendeſt or him. This 
ſhews thee to be upder the unmortitied power. of 
ſelf-love, and not to be the Lords: for none of 
bis, liveth to elf, Rom. 14-7, You muſt te- 
member that you ate but co learn, upon the Sal- 
bb, how to ſetve God all the week, and not 
thiok when the Lords day is ended his work 4s 
done. 

2. That if God be ſerved morning and evening it 
i enough, though we ſerve our ſelves the reſt of 
the day: God mult be ſerved every day and al the 
day, Prov. 23. 17. You muſt be ſerving him, not 
only in your Fals, but at your Meals ; not 
oncly on pour Kneer, but in your Cab 
lings. | . 
Some think that if they keep up religions dutiti 
they may do what they liſt at other times: that ii 
they be intemperate, laſcivious, unvighteous,it is but 
to make even again wNmu God at gight,and all will 
be well. Like the whore in the Proverbs, that ha- 
ving made her offering , was-preſcatly ready for 
new wickedne(s; Prov. 7. 14. as it the had paid off 
the old ſcore, and might now boidly tun upon 4 
new. Thick ate not the Childrca of God, but 
o Belial, 

Others think that though they may not ſctve 
the Devil at any time, yet giving, Cod his dues 
morning and evening, they may ſerve themſelves the 
reli ot the time, But in vain do they lay claim to 
God, who live mcic to theailclves than they do 

a ? t 


at www a ﬆa O£Ac- ee at NR hk 


Mm Þ_ a «a = «<< 9 #S&©@ =a< 2K cQ@& J7JcqE& 29þT<& AacS64 a& mac vp}au»@a 4  uÞ#u.#© Aa oa Ac Mu tc 2a ms 


SF Sa TI 


* 


bk. 
S. w 


to 


$22 


SFT 


= 


ntſr,and our big beſt Bleſſe 


Judicionſly Reſolved. 35 
to him. This will be found horrible ſacriledge to 
put off Qod but with the tenth. God is to be 
eyed, and ſerved in Ul that you do; and this is 
that I drive at,“ that we may not divide our ſelves 
between God and the world; between his ſervice 
and our own ends, and fo put off him with a par- 


tial ſervice; but that we may do all in obedience 


to him, and we may be intirely the Lords. That 
he in all things may be glorified by ns , and we may 
not loſe our Reward. 
2. Some holy Principles muſt be received and 
retained, As 
Pr. 1. That the pleafing of God ir our only Bufi- 
255 Firſt our only Buſi- 
weſr : what is it that we call or count our Buſi- 
eſs 1. That is mans Fafineſs which his live- 
libood and ſubſiſtance depend upon. The Lawyer 
counts the Law His Buſmeſr: And the Tradeſman 
counts his Trade his Bufineſt ; becauſe upon this 
their livelibood an ſubſiftence depends. Brethren, 
our whole depends upon the pleaſing of God : Do 
this and do all : miſs in this, and you marr all: 
pleaſe him and you are made for ever : if he be 
not pleaſed you are undone for ever. How careful 
is the ſelfiſþ Courtier to pleaſe his Prince ? how 
will he crouch and flatter? and if he can but di- 
vine what will gratifie and pleaſe him, he thinks 
himſelf happy: And why ? but becauſe all his 
dependance 15 upon his Princes favour : Much 
more do we depend upon the favour of God. 
Bleſſed is the man hom be chooſeth, Pal. 65.4. In 
bir favour is life, Pſal. 30. 5. But wo to them 
that have God againſi them : theſe are perſectliy 
miſcrable : Reprobate ſilver ſhall men call them, be- 


cauſe the Lord bath rejefted them, Jet. 6. 30. It the 
C © L014 
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Lord do but ſay to a man as = to Wiſes, The 
boaſt found grace in my ſight, I know thee 
— 2 it he thus ſay, I 2 
no pleaſure in thee, you may cover the face of that 
man, as they did Hamans, and carry him away: 
milcrable muſt his end be it he ſo continue. 
2.That is a mans buſineſs which be bath bis Stock 
and Talents for : If a Man be entrulicd as a Ste- 
ward or a Factor, his Buſineſs is to buy in the 
Commodities that are uſctul. . Bcloved, all our 
Time, Parts, Intereſts,Food, Rayment,and what- 
ever Mercies Spiritual or Temporal, are the Stock 
wherewith God hath entruſted us, and all for his 


own uſe and (ervice : And is it not a fad and fear 


ful caſe, that God ſhould have fo great a Stock 
going, as lies in the hands of all the Sons of Men, 
and yet have, (if I may fo ſpeak) fo little profit 
of it? I mean ſo little glory by it; That he ſhould 
ſow ſo much and reap fo little; ſtrew fo much 


and gather ſo little ? Is it not ſad that men ſhould. 


have ſo much in vain?Haft thou health or wealth, 
and doth not uſe it for God ? it is all in vain. Hai 
thou underſtanding, and yet improveſt it but for 
contriving thine own affairs, and worldly de ſigns? 
thy reaſon and underſtanding are become vain, 
Oh how wilt thou anſwer it, that thou haſt had 
ſo great a flock in thine hands, and made ſo little 
mprovement of it? It had been good for ſome 
men it they had nc vet had a foot of Land, oran 
hours cale, if they had never had the underſtand- 
ing of men, becauſe they have not uſed their Ta- 
nts for God, and for the ends for which they 
were put into their hands. 

3. That is mant, Buſineſs which bis capacities 
do call for: It is a maus Buſineſs il in the capacity 
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of a Judg, todo juſtice; or of a Servant to do 
his Maſters will, Brethren , all your capacitier 
do evidence it to be your buſineſs; to pleaſe God : 
you are his Friends, you arc his Servenes, there- 
fore — bim well in all things, Ticus 2. 9. 
His Children, And therefore mult fer your felves 
to honor bim, Malach. 1. 6. his Spouſe, and there- 
fore it is your buſineſs to pleaſe your Hurband, 
1 Cor. 7. 34. 

4-That is a mans Buſineſs which be bath bis main- 
tenance for: If a man be maintained in the place 
of a School maſter, it is his Buſineſs to teach: if of 
a Soldier, it is his Buſineſs to fight, Beloved, do 
you not know at whoſe finding you ate? And do 
you think God keeps ſo many (ſervants to be idle, 
or to mind their own deligns and pleaſures ? God 
hath cut you out cvery one his work : every man 
his hands full : So much work is to be done within 
dior, and fo much without door 5 fo much towards 
God, towards your Neighbour , towards your own 
ſelves : that you have no tim: to be idle in. And 
you ſhall dearly reckon for it, if you will eat his 

s Bread, and will not do his work: And as pleaſing 
God is our chicfeſt Buſineſs, 

Se-:ondly, So it is a'fo our bigbeſt Bleſſedneſs : 
For mans bappineſs lies in Gods favour , Pal. 4. 6. 
Our happineis is in attaining the end of our being » 
and therefore the great Query among(t the Philo- 
ſophers ftill was, What was the end, or the bappi- 
neſt of man. No the true end of our Being is, 
that we may pleaſe God: fur bis pleaſure we are, and 
were created, Rev. 4. 11. And tor this end alſo 
we were new created, that we ſhould yield our 

ſelves unto God, Rom. 6. 13. and being built up 
8 ſpiruual bouſe, ſhould offer up to bim ſpiritual ſa- 
C 3 erifice 
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crifice acceptable throwgb Chriſt, 1 Pet. 2. 5. This 
is the end ot your Redemption, that we (Nould 
lerve not our ſelves, but him 10 bolineſs and rigbieonſ 
neſs all the days of our lives Luke 1.75, And that we 
ſhould not hence forth live to our ſelver,but to him that 
died for ut, 2 Cor. 5. 15. Tis the end likewile 
of our Fuſtificetion , that our conſciences being 
purged ,” we ſhould acceprably ſcxve the living 
God. Ina word, tis the end of our Glorification, 
that being travflaced into Heaven we ſhould per- 


fedily pleaſe God, and ſet ve him xight and day in hu 
Temple, Rev. 7. 15. and 22. 3. So that the ples- 


fing of God, is the whole end, or whole bappineſs of 
Man, Eccleſ. 12. 13. Aud this will be clcar,becaule 
We do then promote our ſelves miſt when we pleaſe 
God beſt : For by this you ſhall have this two-told 
ad vantage. 

Firſt, Tan ſball be the favourites of God. O 
glorious promotion Hamon thought himlclf no 
lictle man hen he was 006 Abaſwerns's right hand; 
and yet be was at length but preferred to the 
Gallows, Eſther. 5. 11. and 7. 10. But what ſhall 


be done to the man whom God delights to ho- " 


nour ? Oh bleſſed is that man I wo to him that 
toucheth him: It bad been better for bim that « 
milftone had heen hanged about bis neck, and be 
drowned in the miaſt o the Sca, than that he (hould 
offend ſuch a one, Lake 17. 2. God is infigitely 
chaxy of his favourites, The apple of his eye is 
touched when they are injured , Zacbaria 2. &. 
Whoſoever tonchetb them ſball not be innocent, Plal. 
107. 15, God hath a blelling for thoſe that ſhew 
them a kindne(s, Gen. 12.3, He will render ven- 


gt ance upon the ungodly tor every bardſpeech they 


utter agaialt them, Jude 15. * 
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O man, doth not thy foul (ay, Happy is the peo 

that ir in ſuch a caſe : will not thy condition 
be moſt Blefſcd, when God ſhall be thus infinitely 
tender of thee, to take all the kindneſſes done to 
thee, as done to himſelf ? Matth. 25. 4. and all 
the injuries done to thee , as aftronts to him- 
ſelf? Ads . 4. This is the happy Caſe of his 
Favourites. 

Secondly, Every thing you do ſhall be found upon 
your account with God. Brethren, arc you Eclie- 
vers, or ate you not? Do you belic ve the Immot- 
tality of the Soul, and the Life to come, or do you 
not: The ways of the moſt do declare them to 
be real Infidels,though profeſſed Chriſtians. It you 
think there be an eternal State to come, will it not 
be your higheſt wildom to be providing for it, 
and laying up what pothbly you can, that you 
may ioherit it in the othet world? Will not every 
wile man that knows he is ſhortly to be removed 
into another Country, be careful to tranſport all 
that he can, that he may enjoy it at his coming ? 
Beloved, it you do believe indeed that you muſt 
be for ever in another world, will it not be your 
b ſt courſe to be doing that, the fruit whereot you 
(hall enjoy for ever? Were not he a mad man 
that having but a very (hort term upon a Living, 
(bould yer go to building and planting there, 
when he had Land of Inheritance to build upon ? 
Infinite is the miſchief that comes of ſelf-ſecking 
and ſelf-pleaſing. You are eternal loſers by it: 
God will lay, yen have your reward, Matth. 6. 5. 
Something you may have in hand, but the eternal 
reward is loft. Brethren, 1 am ambitious tor you, 
that what you do, you ſhould do for ever : that 
all you do (hould meet you inthe other world,and 
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that there you ſhould reap the everlaſting fruit of 
what you are doing now. A wiſe Builder will 
build tor ever, and not only that which (hall laſt 
for a day, or for a year. O that you would be 
wile Builders! Do all for God, and you hall 
have eternal advantage, Learn but this Leſſon, 
To ſet your ſelves in all things to pleaſe God, and you 
will be promoting and advancing your ſelves in all 
that ever you do, always laying up a treaſure in 
Heaven, fii'l adding to the heap. And Q what 
riches will you come to, when by every day, and 
every hour, and every action you are gainers? 
For God will not let the leaſt thing that is done 
for him, no not a Cup of cold Water go without 
an everlaſting reward, Marth 10. 42, nor your 
labour be in vain, 1 Cer. 15. 58. 

Pr. 3. That when you bave done all, if God be 
wot pleaſed, you baue done nothing. Settle it upon 
your hearts, That all is io vain that is not done for 
God: when you do not pleaſe God, you do not 
protit your ſelves: When men offer never ſo 
richly, and freely, if not in fuch a manner as is 
pleaſing to God, all is but a vain oblation, Iſa. 1. 13. 
It Men will do more than ever God required , and 
be zealous in things that God hath not commanded, 
It is but in vain that they worſhip Him, Mat. 15. 9. 
B-loved, ſo much time as you have lived to your 
ſe ſves, you have lived in vain 3 becauſe it was quite 
beides your end, O it is a heart-cutting contides 
tat ion to a tender Chriſtian to think of this ; that 
when his life is ſo ſhort, and time io little in all, 
yet he muſt be fain to cut off fo much ! why man, 
ſo many hours muſt thou cut off from thy days, 
and (@ many years from thy life, as thou halt lived 


not to God, hut to thy (e}f 3 They ate all lott as = 
| 
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the ends of life and time, If cn Repentance 
_ be forgiven, thou art not Remarded for 
them. 

Bcloved,* You muſt count that you have lived 
no longer than you have lived unto Gad, Phil. 1.21. 
To me to live is Chriſt, I ſhould account I did 0 
live, if I did not live to Him: Tis the only em- 
ployment of my life to ſerve Him. I ſhould not 
tell what to do with my life, unleſs it were to 
lpend it for Him. 

Chriſtian, Thus thou muſt reckon 3 fo much 
time as I have lived to Chriſt, fo much have I 
lived 3 and ſo much as I have lived tomy ſelf, fo 
much I have loft. *Tis not the Man but the Beaft 
that lives, while we live below our teaſon, which 
diſtinguiſhes the Humane life from that of Bewits. 
Now while we live not to God, we hve utterly 
below our reaſon it ſelf 3 which is ſufficiently dif- 
covered, in that God is the Author and End of 
Man, Doth not Reaſon dictate that God ſhould 
have the glory of his own work, and the Veſſel 
ſhould be to the Potters uſe ? Doth any plant 
a Vineyard, or keep a Flock, and not expect the 
Fruit or the Milk? 1 Cor. 9. 7. God hath made 
thee, Onan, for bimſelf, Prov. 16. 4. And haſt 
thou the face of a Man, and doſt not bluſh at this, 
to think that God ſhould make and maintain thee 
jo vain ? If thou haſt one grain of ingenuity, thou 

wilt abhor the thought ot this, that thou ſhouldeſt 
be in vain. Why, ſo much as thou art for thy (elf 
thou art for nothing, It may be thou liveſt a very 
buſie life : but if thou acteſt not for God, thou art 
all this while but buſily doing nothing. Thou 
mayſt fit down in the Evening, and ſay, I have 
beg all this day doing nothing, Thou wilt find 
a 
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a blank in Gods Book for that day, nothing up- 
on thine account: on this (ad record, ſuch a day 
ſpent and nothing done : God hath his Day book 
and takes notice of all your carriazes, hovy you 
riſe and hovy you go forth to your labours ; hovy 
you (peak, hovv you cat, and vvhether you eye 
him and his glory in all, or look no higher than 
your (elves, Luke 5. 5. We bare been toyling all 

ight, «nd caught notbing, May not this be the 
{ad complaint of many a man ? I have been toyl- 
ing all my life, and yet I have done nothing; be- 
cauſe what 1 did was not done unto the Lord. 
How would you take it of your ſervants, iſ com- 
ing home in the evening, you ſhould find every 
one of them minding their own buſineſs, and 
pleaſure, and your work left undone ? Is it not 
fad, Sirs, that ſo many hours and days ſhould paſs 
over us, and we no nearer out end than ever we 
were before ? Vour little Children ate buſie from 
morning to night, and yet all the while have been 
doiog nothing: And ſo are yew when you are but 
ſeeking your carnal ſelves, atid not ſerving and 
pleating God in what you undertake. 

Pr. 4. That abe four of all the world can nothing 
ſtead yo if God be not pleaſed with yo, and by you. 
It there were any that could fave you trom his 
wrath,you need not be ſo ſolicitous to pleaſe him: 
but it he be not pleaſed we are all undone, Thow, 
even thou art to be feared, and who ſhall ft and when 
once thou art angry / Plal. 76.7. Il. 43. 13. When 
men have flight thoughts of Gods anger, and the 
tear and dread of him is not upon their hearts, no 
wonder it they be not careful to pleaſe bim you 
muſt be convinced, that the diſpleaſure of God is 


the moſt formidable thing in the world , or elle 
: you 
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you will never learn this great Leſſon. Beloved, 
if you ſhould pleaſe men, and all the world ſhould 
be on your ide. what would this avail while God 
is your enemy ? If all men ſhould bleſs you and 
ſpeak well of you, what would this profit when 
God ſhould riſe vp in judgment againſt you and 
condemn you? It is not at mans Bar, but Gods, 
that you muſt and : It is not at mens Votes that 
you mult be caſt or quitred. It will not go by moſt 
voices, but God hymlclt is the Judge, Pſal. 75. 7. 
In bis Breaſt it is whether you (hall hve or dic. If 
a man were upon a tryal for his lite, what would 
it avail him that all his fellow priſoners, and the 
whole crowd about him were for him, when the 
whole Beach and Jury were againſt him? It your 
Lives and Eſtates were in | rw" 7 , to whom 
would you go to make your friend ? the Zudg or 
the People ? Sits, be convinced that if God be 
againit you, *tis as bad as if God and all the world 
were againtt you. For all ftigoifics nubing withour 
him. Oh, whatever you do, fludy to get in and 
keep in with him. I cell you, the time is coming 
when the breath of men will ftigoine nothing: 
when their Commendation will do you no god. 
O man ! though all the world ſhould gfve 
thee their hands, and ſubſcribe thy Certificate, 
it would fgnifiz nothing in Gods account, or his 
Court. Many build their hopes for Heaven upon 
the good opinion that others have of them: But l 
tell thee man though thou couldſi carry Letters ot 
commendation with thee vvhen thou dieſt, and all 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould give thee their 
Bene d:ſciſſit, all vvould be no more than a blank 
paper; and he vvould not ſave thee a jot the ſoon- 


cr, if he ſhould and thee to have been but a ſe- 
(ret 
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_—_—— a rotten-hearted Profe ſſor all the 
while. * 

Pr. 5. That God would not be pleaſed with you in 
any ching, except you make it your care to pleaſe 
Him well in every thing. You will be one day 
aſhamed, except you have reſpecl to all Gods Com- 
anden, Plal. 119 6. you have not's good con- 
ſeiexce, except it be your care in all things 10 live 
boneſtly, Heb. 13.18. If Naamen mutt be excuſed 
in one thing, to bow in the houſe of Rimmom that 
he might not difpleaſe his Maſter, this is enough 
to ſpoil every thing, 2 King 5. 18. Some will 
needs keep Gods good will and the worlds too, 
and fo will give both their turns 3 They will ſerve 
God at home, and conform to the world abroad; 
and it ſhall be a great thing indeed that they will 
not fwallow, 4 — than löſe the good will of 
men, eſpecially grent men. Theſe men have two 
Faces, and two Tongues;the one for the good, and 
the other for the bad company that they come 
into, Some held two firſt Principles, the one the 
common tountain of all good (which is God,) 
and the other the cauſe of all evil, and they wor- 
ſhipped both the good Principles for love, and the 
evil for fear : Juſt ſuch a Religion are many 
among us now of, But let them know whoever 
they are, that while they graſp all, they loſe all: 
For God will never own Time · ſervers, nor Men- 
plealers for the Servants of Chriſt, Epbeſ. 6. 6, 
Gal. . 10. 

3. With r.feren:e to your pradliet:. And here as 
Pond you defire to come up eſe „ life of 

ing always thoſe things that pleaſe God, you mult 
careiully follow theſe tix Rules. 


Rule 
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Rule 1. Look round aboxt you t0 the whole latitude 
and compaſs of your duty. Great is the Latitude 
Chriſtianity: The Commandment is exceeding 
broad, Plal. 119. 96. And many Profefſors do 
ſcarce look more than one way : but while they 
intenſly mind one thing, they neglect another, 
It may be while they are taken up with the care of 
religions duties, they forget relative duties > Or 
ay cnt careful of perſonal daties, but very remiſa 
in the duties that they owe to the ſouls of their f- 
milies Or they complain and mourn over their 
own fins, but lay not to heart other fins : It may 
be they are more punctual in their more imme- 
diate duties towards God, but are very negli 
in their dutics towards Men ; or they will ſpend 
much time for their Souls, but do little lay to 
heart the caſe of the Church, and the miſery of pe- 
riſhing ſouls that arc round about them. Poſlible 
they keep the Sabbath ſirictly, and pray, and hear, 
and fear an oath; but in the mean time make little 
conſcience of breaking the ir promiſes, paſſing ha- 
fly and uncharitable cenſares, ſpending time 2 
being table in their diſcourſe, Cloſe 
to godly uſes; ſuffering fin to go unreproved 3 
letting out their paſſions at every petty crouls ; Ma- 
ny will mind their duty to them that are within, 
and in the mean time are very ſhort in their dutics 
to them that are without. This is too common 
a caſe, Where is the Chriſtian almoſt that ſeri- 
ouſly bethinks himſelf, what might I do to win 
ſouls? It may be you will go into the compa» 
ny of the godly, where you may be editied, 
when do you go to your poor neighbours, whom 
you ſee to live in a fioful fate, and tell him of his 
dar ger, and labour to gain kim unto Chiill? Yea, 
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ſo wuch is this great duty neglected, and out of 
faſbion, that I am afraid many queſtion whe- 
ther it be a duty or no. As iſ you might let fin lie 
upon the foul of your Brother and yet be in- 
— — E if = TIE his Ox or 
his A t lay ready to periſh, would make 
no Yueftion but it were your Low help him out 


of the ditch : And do you think in carneft, that 


you owe mort to theſe, than you do to his ſoul ? 
is it to 9 or to all 37 Scri- 
prure belongs, Prov. 11. 30. The fruit of the 
Figbteous ir wet of Tife, and be that winnath ſouls 
ir Sarely rhe lives of too many Chrittians 
do ſpeak the ſame language that Cain ſpake with 
his mouth, Am I wy Brothers keeper ? Gen. 4. 9. 
"Tis true, God will have you keep cvery one with» 
in the bounds of your proper ſtations, but ſo as to 
take occaſions, yea to ſeek occaſions, as you arc 
uble, to be doing good to others. Do you not 
know how to get within your poor neighbours ? 
Carry an aims with you, do him a Kkindnefs, 
him by your courreous and winning carri- 
. Then I fhall look to ſee the Kingdom of 
riſt flouriſh glorioufly, when every one that 
proſeſſeth godline(s, ſhall ariſe and take hold of 
the skirt 1 his neighbour. Oh ſee your neglects 
in this, do not think it enough to Keep your own 
Vineyard : Let your Friends and N: g hbours have 
no quiet for you, till you fee them ſetting in good 
earneſt to ſeek after Heaven. Oh if you might 
bring in but every once bis man to Chriſt, what a 
bleſſed thing were this ! I loſe my (elf in this 
Argument, but I am content to do fo, this duty 
being ſo miſerably ne glected. 
Too many live as it Religion lay all in praying 
and 
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and bearing boly.conference,, and the lite; ſorget- 
ting that pure ion and undeſfled is bit, to viſit 
the F atberleſs and the Widdow in ibeir affliction Jam. 
1. 27. The other ſhould be fo done, as that this 
ſhould not be left undone. You make conſcience 
of being juſt and true, and ſaithiul ; but do you 
not forget to win: upon others by your kindneſs 
and affablene(s ? as if it were not written in your 
Bibles 3 be pitifal, be courteous ; having compaſſim 
one of another, 1 Pet. 3. 8. Say not, it is not my na- 
ture 3 What doth grace ſerve far, but to correct 
the evils ob. your temperꝰ Is not outs a Religion 
of ſelß denial? Do not the Rules-of our _—_— 
enjoyn us. to be followers of whatſoever is y, 
and off good report, and may render Religion 
amiable ro the world? Phil. 4. 8. 

Rule 2. Uſe 6 wiſe forecaſt, that every duty may 

fal in ius time and order ; and every work, may bave 
iar rom. It is not enough 0 ds Gods work, but 
ie muſt be done in bis order. That which in it ſeli 
is good and neceſſary, may be fo ill timed, as ro 
become a fin. It is a duty to tell your Brother of 
his-fin : but to tip it up in your palſion, or to be 
retorting upon him when he is chriftianly admo- 
niſhing you, is a ſin. Your worldly buſineſs maſt 
got ſhut out Religion, nor religious Duties take 
you ſo up, as to neglect yourcallings.. But every 
duty muſt have its place. But for the doing all 

in Gods oder, Take theſe tive Direction: 

Direct. 1. Begin at bome in provoking to 
good : Why ſhould God plead with you ? Thow 
that te acheſt another teacbeſt thou not thy ſelf / Rom. 
2. 21. Be anexample of thine ore, elle the 
hy pecrites charge will come in againft thee, Mar. 
23. 4. They bind beavy burdens, but will not 
| touch 
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touch them with one of their fingers. Obſerve Gods 
order, Dem. 6. $7. Theſe words which Icommand 
obee ſal be in thine'beatt.. That muſt be our firf 
care. And then having got our Leſſon well our 
— — — 
hols to tell of 
them when thou, & c. — haſt not al- 
. 
w a x 

and ſpeak moſt to thine own heart. 

2. In reproving evil : Otherwiſe thou wilt be 
branded for an hypocrite, Matth. 7. 3. Firſt cat 
the beam out of own yr. We may not think, 


- as many do that we maſt not reprove 
another, when we arc guilty of the ſame fin. But 
we muſt in ſuchy caſe ſure to caſt the firfi fione 


—— Be ſooneſt wich thy ſclf,, and 
— — than any others. 


to ſee the P 
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Dize&. 2, Let God be firſt ſerved. Let God 
have the firſt of thy bes, the firſt of the day, 
the firſt of thy : How heavily is God du- 
pleaſed with the prophane Priefts, becaufe they 
will ſerve cbemſelves firſt with the Sacritices before 
him, 2 Sem. a. 15, 16. And it is the holy Coun- 
ſel that one gives: Hold tbe dovr of thy beart faft 
againſt tbe world in the morning, till thy heart batb 
been firſt in Heaven, and ſeaſoned and fornified from 
thence ag ainſt ibe Temptations that thou art like #0 
meet with as ſoon as thou comeſt down below. Indced 
all maſt be done as Gods ſetviceibut ſo as that his 
immediate ſervice muſt be done firſt, It is the 


counſeh 
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taunſcl of ſeveral Heathens, That all mndertakings 
ſhowld be begun with prayer. Saith Aratur, Let ws 
begin with God : And the very Mahumetans be- 
gin their Books always as men do ule to do their 
Wills, In the name of God. * 
Direct. 3. Firſt cle-nſe the inſide. Matth. 23. 26. 
Cleanſe firſt that which is within tbe Cup. Though 
they are much out that live as if all their work 
did lie within door, yet remember that it lies 
ebiefly here. It's a moſt prepoſterous courſe in Re- 
ligion to begin firſt with the out fide, Jer. 4. 14. C 
Feruſalem waſh thine heart | when once this is done 
reformation will ſoon follow in the lite, but not 
otherwiſe. Many are careful that all that appears 
to Men ſhould be beautitul, but their hearts are 
neglected : Theſe carry upon them the marks of 
the hypocrite, Marth. 23. 27, 28. And what will 
it profit thee, O vain man, to have all kept ſecret 
from men, fince God knows and deteſts thee? And 
hath appointed s day when he will rip open all 
thy pack, and anatomize thy heart, before the 
world, 1 Cor. 4. 5. Kcelefe 12, 14. Rom. 24 16. 
Direct. 4. Eye thoſe daties moſt thet are of moſt 
- import ance, Matth. 23. 23. The Hypocrite is very 
punctual in leffer matters, but neglects the weigh- 
tieſt things ot the Law, judgment, and Mercy, 
and Faith: He is for a Religion that will coſt bins 
little : and therefore and being good cheap, he 
will be as forward in talk as any + mighty zcalous 
in the circumſtaxtials of Religion, marvellous 
eenſorions of others that come not up to his mind, 
as Men of wide Principles and large Conſciences : 
But in the mean time, he is very negligent in ſe- 
cer Duties, a great ſtranger to ſelf-denyal, and 
walking bumbly with — * ftrains wonderfully 


at 
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a1 6 Ceremony + bat it may be he can ſwallo abe 


unrighetomſueſa, ot the baits of ivtermperanc 
a Ir may be he will decry Saperſtiniom, 


and never wants-a flone to fling at a prophane. 


C burch man: But in the mean time wall, loofly 
in his Family, makes little conſcience of his deal 
ings ; or will cake up his Cups as freely as another 
ſo he be not drunk: Or if he will not take a penny 
CITES he is moſt unmerciful to 
his good name, and will rake wp any report that is 
rad gre you muſt make conſcience of the 
leaſt fin, and oſ the leaſt duty. But it is « fearful 
ſign when men ate zealous againſt leſſer fins, and 
yet connive at greater, as theſe are. Matth. 23. 
24. 

Direct. 5. Take the firſt opportunity when God 
gives a fit ſeaſon for any duty. Let not Satan beguile 
I 1 yo of another or a better time. It 
way be t a purpoſe to reprove thy Bro- 
ther for his Sin, but how long wilt thou be a 
parpoſing / 95> TI 4 
may be thy backward. faith, | wet now, but «> 
nber time.] And fo it is par off, till he or thy felt 
are or he is hardned, or at leaft thou art 
guilty of the fin that he commits in the mean 
while : becauſe thou heſt wot done thy duty to pre- 
vent it. It is in thine heart to deal with thine un- 
converted friend or neighbour about his ſpiritual 
ellate, but it may be while thou art delaying, death 
comes and ſnatches him away in his fins, or takes 
thee off, and fo farewel for ever to any opportu- 
nity for doing the ſoul of thy Brother any good. 
How often are our cloſer duties hindred, or miſe- 
rably diſturbed for want of care to lay hold on the 
tilt opportunity ? We think another hour in = 
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day may do as well; but then one thing or ano- 
ther unexpectedly falls in, that nothing is done, 
or nothing to purpole. Therefore beware of this 
cheat, A man can fcarce peep into the world, 
but one bricr and thorn or another will catch him. 
Therefore take opportunity by the ſore · top. Our 
Saviour would take his ſeaſes for prayer before 
day, when his other work was prelling, Marz 
1. 35. 

Rule 3. Do nothing of things Sacred without Gods 
command : in things Civil without Gods al- 
lowance;, Offer not with ſtrange fire, In Gods 
worſhip you muſi ſee you be well able to anſwer 
that queſtion, Who bath required 1beſe — — 

be obler · 


your bands Here the command muſt 


ved without adding or diminiſhing, Dext. 12. 32, 
yet underſtanding this with two Cautions. 

1. Though men may not lamp their invented Ce- 
remonies with a moral ſygnification, nor impoſe, nor 
ſe them, though with good intentions of edifying the 

ſed means. Matth. 15.9, As if 


2 not ſufficiently provided for the ediſy- 


ing of his people _ their devices: And 
though nothing may be uſed as a of worſhip 
ther * — — Cha, 23. (ſor it 
is enough to make any thing rejected by the Lord 
of Divine worſhip) it he ſhall ſay ¶ I commanded it 
not, ſpoke is not ne it her came it imo my mind. Jer 7. 
31. and 19. 5. Yet nevertheleſs thoſe things that 
«rc meerly circumſtantial, and are in their general 
hind neceſſary, and not intended as any part or 
means of worſhip, may be detcrmined of by humane 


prudence according to the general Rules of theWord, 


which muſt always be oblerved. x Cor. 14. 26 40, 


And for want of underſtanding. many have 1gno- 
D 3 1antly 


ther. 
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condemned i Howe glaſy, in 
—— —— —— ol apt 
Ofe, & c. running from one extreme to ano- 


2. We may not think that Gods Ordinances 
remaining for fubſtance may be forſakew, be- 
cauſe of ſome fanlts of the Adminiſtrators, or in the 
way of their Adminiftration. The adminiftring of 
Gods Ordinances belongs not to the People, but to 
the Minifter : And if by fail in bis duty by admini- 
; firing them in a way that is not, and is leſt edi · 
N. B. Hing. it is my grief, but bis fin. Hophi and hi- 
neas were corrupt in their lives, and brought 
in much corruption and rudeneſs into the ſervice 
of God: yet Elkenab and Hannob with others of 
. the Godly, did nevertheleſs attend Gods worſhip 
and Sanctuary, 1 Sam, 1.2. Much corruption 
was crept in both into the Doctrine and Worſhi 
and lives of the Admigg(trators in the Church 


of the Jes: yet our Saviour (though he | 


N. B. ſtill cried down the Corruptions,and would 
not joyn in them) never prohibited Com- 
munion with them in Gods Worſhip, but en- 
joyns it, Math. 5. 24. Mark . 40. Luke 5. 14. 
and practiſes it, both He, his Parents, and Apo- 
files, Lake 2. 71, 22, 24, 39, 41,42, 46. 4d, 21. 
23, 24, 26. 
But now in things Civil, it is ſufficient that 
you have the allowance of the Word, though not 
the Command v always provided that the general 
Rules be here obſerved To do all tothe glory of God, 
1 Cor. 10. 31, And not to abuſe our lawful liberty 
to the offence of others, Rom. 14. 21. Now your 
actions being thus juſtifiable, as to the matter of 
them (without which it is impothblc,had you ne- 


ver 
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ver ſo good intentions, to pleaſe God) the influence 
and virtue of holy Ends into them will be ſo eiſſe- 
tual, as to turn all into Religios Duties; as the 
touch of the Philoſophers Stone turns the baſer 
Metal into Gold. 

Rule 4. In every adliom let God be uppermaſt M but 
in religions Adlion let God be all. Let none of your 
aQions terminate in your ſelves , but labour to be 
able in fincerity to give this account of any thing 
you ſet about, that this you do,becauſe it is pleaſing 
' wito God, becauſe this is bis will concerning you. 
Set a mark upon this Caution. Beware in 
thoſe Actions wherein Self may bear a part, leſt 
it ſhould ſweep Stakes and carry all. You 
may in your common Attions have an cye to your 
outward commodiry, and comfortable being in the 
world : but this maſt not be the chief thing, much 
leſs tbe all that you deſign herein : for by looking 
no higher than ſelf you incur this double miſchiet. 
1. Youloſe ſo much ſtom your own, account. 
2. You uſurp upon the great Prerogatives of God. 
I fear we are not aware of the feartul evil that is 
in Self ſeeking 3 It is no leſs than juſtling God be- 
fide the Throne, and ſetting our ſelves in his toom. 
le is Gods great Prerogative, and the proper 
Worſhip that is due to Him as God, that He 
ſhould be the loft End ef all the operations of us 
bis Creatwres, and that all our motions ſhould ter- 
minate in Him. Now when we eye our enn com- 
modity,and not God, and look to this more than unto 
God, we arrogate the divine..Prerogative to our 
ſelves, and ſet our ſelves above Him, which is no 
leſs than hainous Idolatry ; And if it be ſuch an 
hainous fin to bow down to av Image, which is 
but the giving Gods owtward Worſhip to the Crea» 

D 3 ture 
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. ture, how much more to ſeek and honour our 
ſclves before God ? which is to give his jaward 
worſhip, which of all is the principal, to the crea- 
tute. Oh how „ that paſs for good Chriſti- 
ans will be — Idolaters! becauſe they 
have their own carnal ends more thanGod 
and his glory. And many real Chriftians, though 
they mainly deſign God and his glory, yet in ma- 
ny particular actions contract great guilt by look» 
ing no higher than themſelves in what they do. 1 
know you cannot be always thioking of God 
= I would have- you never to forget what you 
ve been taught z in the entrance of every ſolemn 
action to remember God, and make him your end. 
Lie down in the Name of God every Evening : Go 
forth in his Name every Morning, reſolving to 
undertake all for Him. When you enter upon 
your Callings, fit down at your Meals, make any 
Journey, or Viſit, do it as unto the Lord, with a 
deſigu to pleaſe bim therein. This you may come 
to with care and watchfulneſs, 

Again, In Religions adliou let God be all. Here 
[elf ( Tmean cornal ſelf) mult be ſhut out; other» 
wile this dead Flie will ſpoil the Box of moſt 
cious Oyntment. Tris true, ſelf will be crowding 
ia, but you muſt knock it down carefully : other» 
wilc,it this be thepredominant ingredient,all your 
duties will be bur loft labour. What more plea- 
— to God than Prayer This is /neenſe before 

im, Pſal. 1. 1. 2. What more delighttul than 
Alms? This is a Sacrifice acceptable and well-' 
pleating unto Him, Phil. 4. 8. How happy a 
Teſtimony had Cornelize, Thy Prayers and Alms 
are come of as & menuorial before God Act; 
10, 4. Yet when Self is predominant in thoſe 

0 Duties, 
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—— Prayers, Alms, & c. all are loſt, Mas. 6.7. 
23+ 5. 

Rule. 3. M ben you have done all, he careful to deny 
all, Lake 17.10. not denying Gods merey in ingbling 
and alliſtiag you: This muſt be with all thank- 
fulnels obſerved : But attributing nothing to your + 
ſelves, and giving God all the glory, Take the 
pattern of holy David, 1 Chron. 29. 14. But who 
am I, and what js my People that we ſhould Her ſo 

illingly ? of thine own haue we given thee. ] And of 

Paul, 1 Cor. 15. 10. New I, but the ace of 
God which was with me.) And of good Nebemi 
who when he had done moſt eminent ſervice for 
God, flies at laſt to pardoning mercy, Neh.13.22, 
Remember me, O God, concerning this alſo . and ſpare 
me according to the greameſs of thy mercy, 

Rule 6. Do all in the Name of the Lord Feſis, 
Col. 3. 17. Having catefully ſet out for God in 
the Morning, and directed your common actions 
to Him as yowr end, throughout the day, doing all 
as in his light, and with a deſite to pleaſe Him 
therein bi ing all to Chriſt in the Evening, and pre- 
ſent all unto God by him, confidentiy expecting 
Gods acceptance and reward for all that you have 
done, For this he hath promiſed , be your acti- 
ons never ſo mean, becauſe they were doe & bis 
ſervice, Col, 3. 23, 33, 24: Epheſ. 6. 6, 7, 8. If 
you neglect this, you loſe all at laſt : For God 
will accept of no lacriftice but from the hand of 
the Prieft : and therefore you muſt look for no g 
ceptance with God, nor any reward from him, 
but only through Chriſt. 1 Peter 2. 5. Jobs 14-6, 
You muſt be (ure therefore not only to make a 
formal mention of Chriſts Name, but to build all 
your hope of lucecls only _ him, and to come 

4 to 
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upon bim ;-»- * | 
Thus 1 have reſolved the Caſe propounded. 
1 will but Anſwer an Objection, and briefly 
s your Duty by ſome Motives, and ſo con- 
lude. 


Objed. You bind heavy burdens : What muſt 
we be always in the Traces? Surely this ſevexity 
of Religion is more than necds. 

Anſ. 1. Burden man ! why, it is thy Hap» 
pineis: If Holine(s and plealing God be a bur- 
den: Health is a burden; Heaven and Happineſ⸗ 
ate burdens, 

Anſw.2, This is no other burden than what 
God bimſelf hath bound upon your Conſcien- 
ces, Rom. 9. 20. Who art this, O Man, that re- 
plieſt againſt God | Have I put upon youa deviſed 
and unneceſſary firine(s? or bound that burden 
upon you, which I will not couch with one of my 
fingers? 1 Cor. 9 8. Say Itbi & @ man, or ſaith 
wot the Law the ſame alſo ? I pray you whoſe word 
is this? Be #bow in the fear of the Lord all the day 
long, Prov. 23. 17. Do all to the glory of God, 1 Cor, 
10, 31. iſe thy ſelf ne Gad, 1 Tim. 4. 7+ 
What have I preſſed, but what the Saints. have 
praQiſed ? Phil, 3. 13, 14. One thing Ido, Ipreſ7 
gowerds the mark, Plal. 27. 4. One bare I de- 
fired of the Lord, that will / ſcek after, Aud Pſal. 
11g. 38. Thy ſervant that is devoted to thy fear. 
Gen. 5. 22. Enoch walked with God three bundred 
years, What is this but what the Scripture hath 
forerold (hall be? They ſhall walk up and down in 
the Name of the Lord, Zech. 10. 12. There ſoall be 
pon the Bells of the Horſir, and every. Pot in Ferwr 
ſalem, Holineſy tothe Lord, Lech. 14+ 20,2 1,Ditpute 
13 n not 
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dot agaiuſi God, but up and be doing, It's an ill 


fign when the heart riſes againſt the Ariftneſs of 
the duty: you utterly miſtake in thinking this 
life of ſtrictneſs tobe a bondage. Who have joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory? Who. do know 
the peace that paſſeth all underſtanding, if not 
thoſe that do thus walk with God ? 


Now, my Brethren, let me beſeech you to be 
the conſcientious Practitioners of this great Leſ- 
fon. Study to do always thoſe things that are 
pleafing unto God. Oh that I knew but how to 
engage you ; that I could but get you to ſet theſe 
Rules before you all the days of your lives for 
you practice! Tis not enough that you give the 

ring, and like the Preacher, and approve the 
Doctrine. But Sirs, what will you do? Too many 
of my Heaters are like Ezekzet's , Chap. 33. 32. 
What ſay you, Brethren, will you learn with me? 
O that I might lead you on to a through acquain- 
tance with the ſtrictneſs and power of Religion, 
and to that holy frame that will be Gods delighe 
and your felicity. Brethren, what ſeek I for ? God 
knows this is my ambition , that I may but help 
you on in the way of holineſs: I would not. that 
you ſhould be ſuch badProficients,as to be always 
of the lower form, and keep on meerly in a dull 
and barren courſe. My de ſite for you is, that you 
ſhould not be Shrubs, but Cedars, of tall growth, 
choice Experience, ſingular Communion, walking 
with God, ſhining to the conviction of the world, 
Will you let me but prevail with you in ſo good a 
Deſign ? Why ſhould you mourn at the laſt, and 
ſay, How bave Ihbated Inftruflion', and my bears 
deſpiſed Reproof | I baut nos obeyed tbe woice of my 

Teachers, 
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Teachers, nar inclined my ear to them ibat inſtradled 
me, Prov. 3. 11, 12, 13. That I may incite you to 
— Cn, Ton 

I. 1 is very : , is e 
to be pleaſed: He is not like a froward ad = 
cannot, that will not be pleaſed : If you do but 
make it your fludy and your care to pleaſe him, and 
throughly ſet your hearts to it, your willing mind 
ſhall be accepted, 2 Cor. 8. 12, And though you 
ſhould not go through with the work , God will 
ſay, Thou did well that it was in thine heart, 
2 Chron. 6. 8. When the heart is ſet to pleaſe the 
Lord, and we do unſeignedly put to it, though 
there be very many failings , God will overlook 
them, 2 Chron. 30. 18, 19, 20. 

Sccondly, God hath told you what will pleaſe bim, 
and hath cut out your work to your hand. You 
need not lay, wherewith ſhall we come before thee 
Lord ? be bath ſhewed you what is good, and what 
be of you, Micah 6. 6;7, 8. You need not 
ſay. No ſhall aſcend into Heaven to bring down the 
mind of God from Heaven ? No, the word is nigh 
you, Rom. 10. 6, 7, 8. God hath (ct before you in 
his Law, as in a Table, on one fide the things that 
Pleaſe; on the other, thoſe that diſpleaſe him : oh 
that you may be found among thoſe that chooſe the 
tbings thas pleaſe bim, 16. 56.4, 5. Otherwile 
ſiace you kyyow your Mafters will, and you do it not, 
you will be found worthy of many jtripes, Luke 
12. 47. 

Thirdly, God bath given particular Rules for the 
doing of all your work in that manner,that willpleaſe 
Him. Had God told you only what maſt be dene, 
and not bow it mutt be done; you might have 
been at a loſs ; but he hath preſcribed the very 


Judiciouſly Reſolved. 59 
manner, how every thing muſt be done, that you 
might have full direction, Rom. 12. 8. 1 Pen. 4. 11. 
He hath ſhewed you how you muſt — | oy 
and give alms ; how you muſt carry it in all your 
relations: He hath told you not only how you 
muſt faſt, but how you muſt eat; to wit, with 
watchfulneſs, and temperance ; not as thoſe who 
have nothing to do, bot to fill their paunches 3 but 
with an eye to his glory, as thoſe that are feeding 
and relieving the ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt. He 
hath (ſhewed you, not only how you ſhould reft ow 
the Lords day , but how you muſt follow your 
Calling on the reſt 3 to wit, with diligence and diſ- 
cretion, minding Him as your end, as thoſe that 
herein ſerve the Lord Chriſt, He hath told you 
how you muſt manage your dealings, with equity 
and — doing the very ſame to others, that 
yout conſciences tell you, you would have them in 
the like caſe to do unto you : how you mult ſleep, 
even as thoſe that know he compoſſeth your path 
and your lying down ; and how you muſt wake 3 to 
wit, fo as to be ſtill with bim. 

Fourthly, God bath given you ſpecial belps to bis 
end ; You bave the mind of Chriſt, 1 Cor.2.16. and 
you have the Spiris of Chrift, 1 Cor. 2. 12. Indeed 
they that are in1be fleſh cannot pleaſe God : but you 
are net in the fleſh, but in the ſpirit, Rom. 8. 8, 9. 
You that arc Belicvets have not the Law only in 
your Bibles, but in your heart. Heb. 8. 10. 

I. It is very profitable : Gloriow advantages, 
ſhall you have by this courſe, Firlt, this is the molt 
ſpeedy and certain way to aſſurance: for want of 
which many of you complain; but henceforth 
you muſt complain no more : For either you will 
follow this courſe , and then you will have it; 

or 
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or you will wer, and then ceaſe your hypocritical. 


complaints, when it is through your own wilful 
diſobedience that you are without it, When once 
you are habi to this courſe, and do find it 
to be the chief of your care, and that which your 


very hearts are (et upon above all things elſe, to 


and pleaſe God, and approve your ſelves in bis 

you cannot want aſſurance, unleſs. through 

your own i ce : For this is the moſt un- 
doubted evidence in the world , that you are the 


Secondly , — you ſhall be certain of Gods 
gr acious and favourable preſence always with you, See 
the Text, He that ſent me is with mes for I do always 
thoſe things that pleaſe bim. 

Thirdly, By ibis means you ſhall be always laying 
wp 4 Treaſure in Heaven. Brethren, What are you 
fer; Are you men for Eternity , or arc you for 
preſent things? Is your for Glory, Honour 
and Immortality? Are you for riches in the other 
world ? or of dunghil ſpirits, preferring your 
part in Paris before you part in Paradiſe ? If you 
are for ttue riches, here is your ways By this 
you ſhall be daily and hourly increafing the ſtock 
of your own glory: my vehemence is anly, that 
fruit may abound to your account; that all you 
do might meet you in Heaven, and Chriſt may 
ſhew your good works another day, as the Wid- 
dows did Doreas her Garments, As 9, 39. 
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CHAP; III. 
A Fourth Caſe of Conſcience. 


3 mgneſ7 10 Du- 
wW Ties may ſt and with Grace, and what not # 

For the reſolving this, ſome DiltinRions muſt 
be premiſed , then ſome Conclufions eli- 


cited. 

Diſt ind. This wearineſs and wewillingneſe muſt 
be diſtinguiſhed, 1. According to the degrees of 
it, and ſo it is either partial and gradual, or elſe 

and plenary. 2. According to the ſubjef 


of it; and fo this wearineſs is either of the Mem- 


bers, or elſe of the Mind: 3. According to the 

of it, and ſo it is either granfient and o- 
eafional, or elſe ſetled and babitual. 4. According 
to the ſenſe we have of it, and ſo it is either matter 
of Allewagce to us, or matter of annoyance. 5. Ac- 
cording to the Canſe of it, and ſo it is either from 
a fixed diſlike of the food, or clic from ay Accidents! 
diftemper of the Stomach. 6. —— to the 
eds of it : for it is either vidorions, and makes us 
give over duties,” or elſe abborred and repulſed by 
Grace, the Chriſtian ill holding on in the way of 
Duty. ‚ 

Concluſ. 1. Where this wearinels is only in the 
Members (ot at leaſt chiefly) but there is ſtill a wil- 
lingneſs of the mind, this is no matter of queſtion- 
ing our Eſtate ; where the mind out-goes and 2 

ocs 
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does the body, and the to duties contin 
in vigour, though there El Joke of the 
natural ſtrengib, and — of 
this is not our ſin, nr pn But <A. — 
monly the Body bath influence upon the 
Mind, and cauſcth a liftleſsnefs and Nluggiſhnels 
there, and makes it neg in its office : Yet 
when this doth proceed the failing of the 
ſpirits, tired with bodily labour and — aad 
from the diſtemper of the party, our moſt pitiful 
Father conſiders our frame, and remefnbers we 
are but duft : and out merciful High Prieft that 
— — ſenſe of our in firmities is 
ready to frame out excuſe That the fpirit is willing, 
. but — — weak. 4 
2, W our wearineſ7 in, and w1willingneſs to 
duties, is only gradual and partial, not plenary and 
Prevalent, it is not — to conclude our {elves 
: While the Twins are together in the 
womb, and two Nations within our bowels,there 
will be contraty inclinations, The fleſh will never 
fay Amen, to motion as ſuch, — =—_ 
Jofti inſte ,and will hang back w 
the — puts ke and pull — when the 
ſpirit bends upwards : So that while corruption 
remaineth, there will be always a diſſenting party, 
end continual conflicts: from whence it is no 
F< en there ſhould ariſe ſome wearinels : yet the 
pirit is the prevail — — and though oft times 
arte yet hath moſtly the maſtery in the combare, 
and carries it againſt the fleſh, though not without 
much reſiſtance and reluctancy trom the rebel op- 


ponent 
3. Where this wearineſs is only tranſient, during 
the preſent temptation or defeRion, which as ſoon 
- 
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as the tired Soul can get out of, it returns to its 
former temper and pleaſure in holy duties, there 
is only matter of humiliation. But when it is the 
ſetled, permanent and babitual frame of the mind. 
it is a matter of our conditions. The 
holy Pſalmiſt r a diſſertion, was even almoſt 
— to give over with Religion ; but when 

bimſelf nothing is ſo ſweet, nothing ſo lovely 
and deſirable to him as the duties of holineſs. But 
for them who have in — — 
and frame, no mind to duties, but are — 
them by Conſcience, or engaged by 
Cuſtome, or the like, their caſe is fearful in — 
meaſure, that duty is unpleaſing and not lo- 
ved. 

4. — — ng, | 
Duties is painful and grievous, as a fore in the eye, 
as a ſickneſs in the heart, the fate is good : But 
where it is naturally allowed, and meets with little 
or no reſiſtance, it is a black mark ; f this argues 
there is nothing but fleſb,that there is no contrary 
Principle in ſuch a heart. For if there were, the 
Spirit would at leaſt make fition : This was 
the very frame of thoſe unſanctiſied finners that 
counted the Sabbaths and Service of God an un- 
profitable burden, a very wearineſs, a bondage not 
to be born , Mal. 1. 13. A gracious heart when 
under ſuch a diftemper, as that God's ſervice 
= a wearineſ, is even weary of himſelf: while 

this is burdenſoes he is a burden to bimſelf : he can- 
not enjoy himſelf , while in ſuch a frame wherein 
he cannot enjoy God : and if this be the Caſe, our 
State is good, though the frame be bad, 

5. Where this wearineſs and wnwilingneſs is, 
not from a rooted diſlike ot the food , but an ch 

al 
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dental and pregernarurel indiſpoſition of the fig« 
mach, or being dilappointed of Gods preſence in 
duties the main ſtate is ftafe, You know under a 
iſtemper the Appetite may diſguſt, and nauſeate 
the food that a man doth love above all other 
meats when he is well ; and ſoit is here, Do you 
when you are your ſelves, reliſh more ſweetneſi 
in Gods ſervice than in your Meats and Drioks? 
are no (ſweets ſo delightful to you as fellow(bip 
and communion with God, when you can attain 
to it in duties? Do you come away diſcontented 


becauſe you cannot meet with God?ls the ground 


why your countenancts fall, and your hearts be 
diſcouraged, becauſe you have (with them) toyled 
and ſpread the het, and have not caught what 
you went for y; becauſe you have no anſwer nor 
income from ? Kit be thus, ic is a ſign your 
hearts be ſet upon God, and that you place the 
happineſs and comfort of your lives in God, and 
ſo that yous ſtate is ſafe : Otherwiſe when there 
i” a fixed antipatby to Datics, and an bai 
diſlike of them and contrariery to them, the Caſe is 
very (ad. 

6. Where our wearineſs and unwillingneſs is 
ſuch as makes us to give over our duties , lo as to 
live ia the ordinary utgled of them, it is a fearful 
fign : but where not withſtanding preſent diſcou · 
ragements, we hold on in the performance of 
our duties, and a humble waiting upon God for 
removal of our difficulties till we are brought toa 
bettet frame, this argues well. The Church her 
felt may be greatly deſerted : but then (he gives 
not over Duties, but ſeeks »after her beloved, 
- and makes diligent enquiring, and will not be at 
reſt until ſhe hath found him. But the hypocrite 


gives | 
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ives up and will not wait upon the Lord any 

Not but that a deſerted foul, may un- 

der the violence of temptations omit duties for a 

time: But his condition this while is moſt pain- 

ful, reftleſs andygrievous to him, and he quickly 

returns again, and never comes to live in quiet, 
and ordinary omiſhon of known duties. 

Concls. 7. When our wearineſs and wnwillirg- 
neſs is ſuch as makes us fall owe with the ſervice of 
Chriſt, and willing to eaſe our ſelves of his yoke, 
and to throw off his burden: This is a bad ſign. 
But when we fall out with our ſelves, and juſtiſie 
and approve Chriſts Ways and Service, it is 
well. Thus it was with Paul: he doth not quar- 
rel with the Law as too firidt, and too ſevere, nor 
think of breaking off his bonds, and taking his 
liberty, but he pleads for the Law, and greatly 
approves it, and commends it, and condemns the 
backwardneſs of his own nature, Rom. 7. 1 2, 25. 
When men are more willing to be rid of Chriſts 
burden, than of the difiemper that makes it grie- 
vous, and caſt about for = widening their 
bonds, and not by bringing their minds to them, 
it is a woful diſcovery oſ an unfound heart. And 
thus much for this Caſe. | 
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Awakening Queſtions propounded to the 
 UNCONVYERTED: 
- 


And Counſcls to tbe CONVERTED. 


Hat I may reach every Mans Caſe, I ſhall 
ſpeak ſotnet hing to the Unconverted, and 
ſe mething to the Converted.  , | 

For the Unconverted,there are theſe Six Preſtions 
which 1 would adviſe them daily to put to their 

Sools. . 

Q I. #hot eftate did my Soul come into the world 
in Was it not in = ſtate of Dearth, Epbeſ. 2. 1. 
An eftate of Wrath? Verſe3. Sirs , awake and 
bethink your [elves where you are, and whither 

While you are in your natural, 
unconverred, unbelieying fate, all your fins are 
unpardoned, and the wrath of God abideth on 
you, Ads 3:19. Jahn 3. 36. Sappole you ſaw 
a poor creature hanging over a burning fiery fur- 
nace by nothing but a twine-thred, like to break 
every moment, would not your hearts ſhake for 
ſuch an one ? Sirs, it is your very cafe, you hang 
over the Infernal burnings by nothing, but the 
ſmall thread of your lives, which you know not 
but it may crack the next moment, and then 
where are you? Is this a Cale for you to go on 
merrily, and contentedly in ? 

: . bat condition 1 any ſoul now in, Am 
[changed and renewed by Converſion , or am 
I not ? Speak Conſcience, hath this man, this wo- 
man 


| 


man been ſoundly and lavingly both in 
heart and life? Where are your evidences ? Can 


you ſhew the marks of the Lord Jeſus upon your 
ſouls? Let your Conſcience anſwer ; was 
the place? What was the means? When was 
the time that thy foul was throughly renewed ? 
At leaſt if you cannot ſhew the Time, Place, nor 
Means, can you prove the tbing ? Can you fay 
with him r that whereas I was 
blind, I now fee. ] dirs, be not deceived, I tell 
you whatever you be, and whatever you do, no- 
thing will avail you to Salvation, except you be 
new s, Gal. 6. 15. * 1 

Q. HI. #bat if I frowld boiſe my Soul 7 
= pollible, Marth, 16. 26. Yea it is the 
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left of entri 
come — 


of it, Heb. 4. 1. Suppoſe a man were to tra- 


— 1-4 ſome perilous Wood or Wilderneſs, 
having but one Jewel in all the World, in which 
his All was bound up, and ſhould fee ſome 
ſtand on one hand, ſome on the other , and 
heat one company in this place, and another in 
that, crying out under the hands of ſome cruel 
Robbers : Oh in what fear would this Traveller 
— left he ſhould loſe this ſewel, and be robs 

d of all at once ? Why thou art the man. This 
Traveller is thy ſelf; This Jewel is thy Soul; 
This Wildernefs, or Wood, is this World thou 
art to Travel Swarms of Sins, Le- 
ions of Devils, a x Ok of Tempratinns, 

A [| 


theſe are the Robbers that lie in wait for thy 
Soul: and if all that theſe can do can keep thee | 
out of Heaven thou (ſhalt never come there. Oh 
what if thy Pride, or Worldlineſs, thy Delays, 
and Triflings in Religion, ſhould at la betray 
thy Soul into the R hands ? Other loſſes 
may be repaired 3 but thy Soul being once loſt, 
God is loft, Chriſt is loſt, Heaven, all loſt for 
evermore. 

Q. Iv. Nu do I do for my Soul? What, 
have I a Soul, an immortal Soul to care for , and 
look no better aſter it, nor beſtow' no more of 
my time, nor pains upon it, no more of my 
thoughts about it? When Auguſtus the Empe- 
ror ſaw the out · Landiſh Women carrying Aper, 
and ſuch kind of firange Creatures in the 
Streets in their Arms, he asked, What ! have the 
Women in theſe Countries no Child tem: So it may 
be ſaid of many among us, that are carly and late 
at their worldly bufincls, but let the care of Re- 
ligion lie by negleQted ; what, have theſe men 


no Souls ? why man haſi thou a Sewl, and yet dot | 


ſo little in thy Cloſer, fo lictle in thy Family, 
from day to day for it? what meaneſt thou © 
fleeper ? "Ariſe , call upon thy God, that thou 
periſh not, Fonab 1.6, What will become of 
thy Soul, it thou lookeſt to it only at this care» 
leſs rate ? 


Q_ V. What if God ſhould this night require | 


thy Soul ?F where would death Land thee? 
Luke la. 19, 20. There was one that pro- 
miſled himiclf many merry days , and years, 
as it is like thou doſt; but that ſame night 
God called for his Soul, Sirs are you in your 
poliures? arc you fit to die? Oh date not 
f to 
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to tive io ſuch a Caſe, nor in that Courſe, in which 


you would not dare to die? 

Q VI. What a bay Caſe wwe lin, if 1 
bad but ſecured my Soxl ? Oh, if this · were but 
once done, how {weetly mighteſt thou live / 
Then thou mighteft eat thy Bread, and drink 
thy Wine with a merty Heart, when aſſured 
that God accepteth thee and thy works, Eceleſ. 
9-7. Then thou mighteſt lie down in peace, 
and riſe up in peace go out and come in in 
peacez then thou mighteſt look death in the 
face , thou mighteſt look dangers in the face ; 


| Yea, lohn Devils in the face, and never be afraid. 


Oh Sirs, if there be «ny Enſurance· office for 
Souls in all the world,one would think you ſhould 
be ſeeking to it. And thus much for the Queſtions, 
which though ot uſe to all, yet were intended 
chiefly for unconverted, impenitent Souls. 


Counſels ad Cordials for the 
CONVERTED. 


The Counſcls are Theſe, 


Coun. I. Hat bard to it, 10 get that 

by eſe 4tardom opportwnities that 
may quit all Coſt. What pity is it that 
you ſhould adventure much, and yet gain but 
little? How ſad would it be, if you ſhould at laſt 
ſuffer deeply for your Conſcientious attendance 
upon God in ſuch ſeaſons, and when you come 
into a Priſon, ot into Baniſhment,ſhould find that 
you had not got that by tbem that would bear you 


; E 3 Coun. 


. 


70 Caſes of Conſcience, 
Coun, IT, That you value no merey barely of ir 
pt Eternity af; «of Jap Fe 
to 
hath preſerved 


mine: But what 
of all this? unleſs we i 


our hbertics for 


Health in laying in apace againſt a wet day, and 
preparing pact for Tenney : and if we ſerve the 

with the more abundant diligence, and 
chearfulteſt and gladnels of heart, in the abun- 
dance of all things. But if this be all we have by 
it, that our Bones do lie a little ſofter, and our 
Palats are tickled with a little the more delight, 
what profit have we by our health, or our eſlates ? 
H they thit be fick, or poor, do love the Lor a 
well, or ſerve the Lord as much us we, they have 
the advantage of usz and bettet were it for us to 
be poor and fick as they be. 

Coun. I11, Rot not in probabilitice for Hea- 
ven, but 1abour for certdinties. Beloved, certainty 
may be bad : elſe the Counſel of God to make our 
Calling and Eleflion ſure were in vain, 2 Pet.1. 10. 
Elſe the expericnce of the Saints were * de- 

| | ; uon 
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, who know they paſſed 
death — life 1 745 3.14. — 5. 1. 


Fob. 19. 25, 26. elſe the power of ſelſ reſſection 


were to no , and the ſpirit which is in 
man not know the things of the man, 
1 Cor. 2. 11, Now if a cirtaivty may be bad, 
will you not put in for it, add turn every flone 
but that you will get it? Sirs, now if ever, you 
have need to put hard to it to get aſſurance ; 
We are at miſcrable uncertainties for all out- 
ward enjoyments 3 we know not how ſoon we 
may be called to part with them all: Chriſti- 
ans, what do you mean? will you be content 
to have nothing ſure? will you not ſettle your 
everlaſting conditions, now you are fq unſetled 
as to your outward condition? Whatwill you 
do in the day of viſration , when extretviy 
comes upon you, it you have not affuraice 
that God will receive you? It would make 
ones heart tremble to think of being put up- 
on ſuch a fearful temptation to part with all 
for Chrift, and not to be ſute of him neither? 
O min, what an advantage will the tempter 
now have upon thee, when he ſhall ſuggeſt 
{ wilt thou be ſuch « fool as to let go all at once ? 
Thou ſceſt Heaven is not ſure, Chriſt is not 
ſure, therefore keep the world while thou 
haſt it, and hold what thou haſt ſure :] Belo- 
ved, what a Rarful lighting of God, and con- 
tempt of Hea ven, nd Glory, and all the Promiſes 
doth this argue, that you can be content to be at 
uncertaintics, whether they be yours or no? 
How many of you be there that do not know 
whether you be going th Heaven or to Hell? 
and what deſperate carcleſnefs doth this argue, 

E 4 to 


7 Caſes of Conſcience, 

to go on from Week to WeelFin ſuch a Caſe } 
Some hopes you have that you ſhall do well, 
but put not me off with hopes, never be ſatis 
fied till you are able to ſay, not only, I I 
ſhall be ſaved, bus I know I am paſſed from death 
to life ; I know that when the earthly bouſe of this 
Tabernacle ſhall be diſſolved , I bare à building not 
made with hands, & c. 2 Cor, 5. 1. 

Coun. IV. Be wot el wah the wrath of 
Grace, but reach after the Growth. Do not thiok 
all is done when you have attained the Evi» 
dence of Graces but put on hard towards the 
increaſe. That perſon that doth not deſite and 
2 perfect ion, never came up to Sincerity, 
He that deſires Grace truly, deſires it not barely 
as a Bridg to Heaven, and fo to ſeck no more 
than will juſt bear his charges thither : but 
he deſires it for its own fake; And therefore 
defires the height of it, That perſon that 
defires Grace only for Heavens fake, and en- 
quires what is the loweſt meaſure of Grace 
that any one may have and chme to Heaven 
(by which he meaneth but to be ſaved from 
miſery) upon this deſign , that if he could but 
come to that pitch, he would deſire no more, 
that perſon is rotten at the heart. Chriſtians, 
the Lord doth expect of you, that you ſhould 
not be Babes and Dwarfs; He looks now 
eſpecially that you ſhould make forne progrels ; 
What do you more than heretofore? What / do 
you feel his ſpurs in your ſides, and his Whip 
at your Backs; And yet never mend your pace 
in Religion, nor ſtir one jot the faſter? Let me 
commend to you Pwel's fiudy, Phil. 3. 12, 
13, 14 It argues a baſe and * 
Pult 
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ſpirit to content our (elves with little things in 
Religion. 

Coun. V. Labowr that Holineſs become 
your Nature and Religicn your Buſineſs. Then 
you are come to ſomewhat indeed in Religion, 
when the work of God is become your rats» 
ral, and beloved Imployment , your Meat and 
Drink, your Work and Wages, When your 
Tongues and Hearts do as naturally run on God, 
— on and of the World: much of that 
may be attained by conſtant Care and Prayer, 
Brethren, let Gods work be done by you, not 
by the by, but as your greateſt Bulireſs 3 See 
firſt the Kingdom of God, Matth. 6. 33. And o 
whatever you be, you may be able to give that 
account of your ſelvcs, that our Saviour did when 
they enquired of Him, That you are about your 
Fathers buſineſs, Luke 2. 59. 

Coun. VI. Confine not your Religion 10 your 
Knees, but carry on an even ſpun vbred of Holineſs 
through your whole Courſe. Brethgen , tis the 
diſgrace of Religion, that Chriſtians ate ſo un- 
like themſelves , unleſs it be when they are in 
holy Duties. This wounds Religion to the 
quick, when it ſhall be Cid of, Proteſſors, theſe 
men indeed will pray like Angels, but for oughe 
we can ſce they ate as Peeviſh, and as Towchy as 
any other Men, and they are as Hard in their 
Dealings , and make as little Conſcience ot 
their Words - as others do: Beloved, think 
not Religion lics only, or chicfly, in Praying, 
Hearing, Reading, No, you mult be through» 
out. Religious. Sirs, bring forth your Reli- 
gion out of your Cloſets into your ordinar 
Courſe. Let there not be a life ot Holineſs 
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becomes — various capacities 3 In this l 
lency of Religion. 


your” Eye, It is true, according to the uſudl 
and uſeſul Similirude, The Traveller thinks not 
of his Journeys end every ſtep, nor need he: 
there is no Traveller bur thinks of it at 
is ſetting out : Brethren, there is noth 
— that _ Prayer _ Watchful 
you might come to this, | olemn altion to 
bail God's rey Bod 7" Lupo this u 
your felves as your daily Rule to walk br 
never to lie down but with theſe Thoughts, 
[Well, I will ae uſe of my Bed as an Ordi- 
nance of God, for my natural Refreſhment , that 
as weary Servant of bis may be fitted for bi 
oth. Never to riſe up but with theſe thoughts 
I will ſet forth this Day in the Name LY 
or 
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Lord, and maky is my buſmeſs this day throughout , 
i pleaſe bim: | Never to fer your Calli 
bur in the enttance to think thus [I will ſee 
tbout my Emblem in obedience % God , be- 
cauſe 8bi is bis Will, that Ifhould walk with bim 
in my place and ftation.) Never to ſet down to 
your Tables, but thinking, [I will zow Ka 
and Drink, not to fred my fleſb, but 15 
cheriſh a Servant of Chrift Feſw, that be may 
bave ftrength for bis ſervice :] Charge this upon 
your ſelves, and examine in the Evening, how 
you have minded it, and check your ſelves where- 
in you come ſhort, Once learn this, and you are 
come up to ſomething : and you ſhall have the 
undoubted evidence of your fincerity , and (hall 
know the infide of that bleſſed myſtery of walking 
with God. 

Coun. VIII Be, and do more than ordi 

in your Families and Cloſets, nw in the deſtdi of 
the more Pubtych Ordinances: 
- 1; In your Cliſerr-: Ser that your Confei» 
rrices be able to bear you withels, that under 
Gods extraordinary Providences, you do more 
than ever in anſwer thereunto. It may be you 
Prayed twice in the Day heretofore; Why 
ſhould you not at ſuch a time as this is, make 
one Viſit rhove than ordinary to Heaven, daily 
to repreſent befors God the calamities of his 
Church. This be ſore of, that ſomewhat more 
than her: tafote muſt now be done, elſe God 
will look upon Himſelf as intolerably lighted 3 
and upon his Church as moſt unnaturally neg- 
lected, if we do not now put to it, Be more 
than ever in ſelf-examination. God doth look 
that when he is trying of us, we ſhould by 
| muc 


76 .Caſer of Conſcience, 
much in the tryal of our ſelves, * And here let 
me put it to your Conſciences : How are your 
males for daily examination looked after ? Do you 
try your ſelves by them from day to day? Ah 
wretched negligence ! What have you given your 

ion and paſſed your Promiſe, and yet 
even in ſuch a Day as this, ſo much forget your 
duty? God expects it of you, that now you (ee 
Him angry, you ſhould with more jealous fear, 
and circumſpect ion, and holy watchfulneſs 
and (clf-denial walk before Him; elſe you will 
greatly incenſe his indignation, when He (hall fee 
that you ſlight his anger. 

2. In your Families : Chriftians, now the 
Lord calls aloud upon you to. ſet your houſes 
in order. Oh fee what is amiſs in them, and 
firive to caſt out that which may be a provocs» 
tion, Three things I adviſe you to with reference 
to your Families. 

1. Thot you ſet up the ſolemn exerciſe of Cate- 
ching Weekly among them : Methinks 1 would 
not queſtion, but that in every Godly Family 
there is a care of the Catechiſm. But when Go- 
vernours do only impoſe it in general upon 
their Families, and occaſionally take an ac+ 
count, I find but little progreſs is made : and 
therefore I beſerch you, to make it a Salem, 
Standing, and Conſtant Exerciſe ; and to expect 
of your Children and Servants as due an account 
Weekly of what they have learnt in the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, as of any Buſineſs of your 
own. Oh the incredible Benefit that would 
ſpeedily come of this, if I could but perſwade 
and prevail with my Hearers in fo ſmall a Re- 
queſt as this? 

2, That 
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2. Th p * * into þ * * N 
eftares 3 Follow = and let — 


no quiet till you ſee they ſeriouſſy mind and 
ſeek ſpiritual things. Put them upon ſecret 
Prayer : Provide helps for them till they are 
able to go without them: Shew them often 
the necelſity of Regeneration, and Converſion, 
= r og Put them in mind of 
the fearful mi of an te eſtate. 
Ask them often whether — Grand 


or not, Shew them the danger of delaying 


in fuch a caſe. Beloved, tis too fadly evident 
that as the Ordinances are now ſomewhere ma- 
naged, there is a little Converfion work like to 
be done. Oh you Governours of Families, do 
but your duty in your ſeveral places, and I doubt 
not but many Souls will nevertheleis be Born to 
Chriſt, even in ſuch a day as this. | 

3- Call them to an account of their proficiency by 
— — It there be but a Sermon, or 
a Chapter read, let them give you ſome account 
of it. Thus our Saviour, when the Diſciples (his 
Family) were in private, he was asking them 


whether they did underſtand, and profit by what 


they heard in publick.-- Mas. 13. 1. 

Coun, IX. Be not  diſcour«ged by the preſent 
Difficulties of Religion, — rejeyee in the op- 
portumity to ſhew Love alty to 
Lord. "Do not think God bach © dealr hardly 
with you now your Religion is like to coſt you 
ſomething , a — think of (brinking, 
and drawing back to preſerve your ſaſety ; If 
you do love the Lord Jeſus you ſhould Rejoyce, 
and be exceeding glad in the opportunity to ſhew 
it. Brethren , what hath your Religion colt 

you 


78 
you hitherto ? ſuffer not 
ſhrinking and , to tell che 
that you have not Lore cnouph 60 ie © 

you to run any hazard tor him, Do y 
r 


onſcience, 


Caſes of Conſcience 
And for 


ſhame 


your 
world 
to en» 


an opportunity, in all your lives, to — 
Love as now; For never were you called to ad- 
venture ſo for Him, and his ſervice, as now you 
be. Now teſolve, that if Religion will make 
. you Vile, you will be yet more Vile; and let 
your Zeal and Reſolution tor God be intended 


and heightened by the oppoſition. 


„ —_— — 


The Cordials follow, which are Sacrament- 
Cordials. 


Moſt Dearly Beloved Bretbren, 


His Holy Sacrament is appointed as a 

Scaling Ordinance between Chriſt and you. 
The Covenants are made, the terms agreed to 
on both ſides ; God is willing to be yours, to all 
intents and purpoſes; your Shield and ex- 
creding great Reward , your Refuge and your 
Reſt, your God, and your Guide. While 
Chriſt hath it you ſhall never want and what 
God is to Him, that he (in your order) will be 
to you. 
You again (through Grace) are willing — 


and be exceeding glad, for never had you fuch * 
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be his: His in his own way, and on hisown 


terms: willing to ſerve him; willing to faſhion 
your ſelves after him, willing to be betrothed 
to him, and to be commanded by him to, uſe 
his remedics# to follow his ls, and to ac- 
quieſce in him as our Bleſſedneſs; Thus all are 
agreed ; the Articles are drawn 3 the Covenants 
both on Gods part and yours are ready written: 
And here you are come to put all contro- 
verſie, and mutually to ſcal and tbe 3 Ob 
happy and blefled meeting! Chriſtians, do not 
lorger pw errand 3 Remember where you are, 
what you are come for, and know that you 
are upon the folemneft tranſaction that ever 
—ͤ hanveen the Creator and the create: 
It is Gods admirable condeſcention that he will 
be tied to us, and enter into bonds to us to bleſs 
us, and reward us. And becauſc our Faith is 
weak, He bath t his Surety with him, the 
Lord jeſus Chriſt, is a Surety on bis part, as 
well as eur, to undertake for the fulfilling of the 
Promiſes. And he hath brought the vi 
and pledges by which all (hall be firmly paſt and 
ified before your eyes, This is the New Tefts- 
ment in my Blond, Luke 22. 20, Written in m 
Bloud : ratified in my Bloud. Oh Sirs, this is 
that which God doth here reach forth unto you 
with his own hand this day; The New Tul amen 
in Chrifts Blond. Chriſtians, prepare your Ears; 
And toute up your Faith, and now believe and 
hear ſome of the bleſſed Articles ot that Covenant 
that God doth here Sign and Scal to you : I hall 
mention only Nine, which 1 adviſe you to lay 
next your hearts, while you have a day to live, 
And you hall find the vertue of thele = 


80 Caſes of Conſcience, 
dials firong and operative in all conditions, 
Arti. I. That be will fulfil 1% you the place of 
of Relations, + Cor. 6, 18. I will 5 4 Father to 

and ye ſhall be my Sons and D ers. What- 
Tres Children — from aFather, that 
you may look for from me: I will find you 
Meat, be not thoughtful , / know that you bave 
need of all theſe things, Matth. 26. 31,32. You 
ſhall be Cloathed out of my Ward-robe, Marth. 
6. 28, 29, 30. and wear my Livery : And when 
you have need of CorreQion, I will Remember 
todo it in mercy, and you ſhall find, that & 4 
Man chaſteneth bis Som, ſo the Lord your God cha- 
fteneth you, Deut. 8, 5. 

I will be a Hurband to you,” and will —— 
unto me for ever, Hoſea 2.19. You ſhall not need to 
fear, your Maker is your Husband : I will give 
you my choice Love: I will give you my heart. 

I will be a Lord and Soveraign to you The 
Lord is your Fxdg: The Lord is your Law+ 
giver: The Lord is your King : Fear not the un- 
righteouſnes of men I will judge your cauſe, 
I will defend your Rights, you ſhall not ſtand 
or fall at mans Bar; you (hall not be caſt at their 
Votes: Let them Curſe, I will Bleſs : Let them 
Condemn , I will Juſtine : Who ſhall accuſe, 
when I ſhall acquit you ? who ſhall lay any thing 
to your charge, when I do diſcharge you? When 
you come upon tryal for your life to have your 
eternal ſtate decided, you ſhall fee your Friend, 
your Father on the Bench: And you ſhall ſurely 
fland in judgment, and be found at the right 
hand among the ſheep, and hear the King 2 
Come ye Bliſſed. 

I will be afhrpherd to you, fear no evil, for -_ 

wit 
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with you, you ſhall not want for I will eſed you: 

ou (hall not wander to be loſt ,, for I will re 

ore you: I cauſe you to lie down in green 

ſtares, and lead you beſide the Still Waters 
f my Officers be careleſs, I will do it my ſeli: 
As for you, Oh my flock”, Thus ſaith the Lord 
God, I will judge between Cattle and Cat- 
tle, I will feed my flock , faith the Lord God, 
and cauſe them to lie down. I will frek that 
which is loſt, and bring again that which was 
driven away , and bind up that which is broken, 
and ſtrengthen that which is fick , but I will de- 
firoy the Fat and the ſtrong, and will feed them 
with judgment. : 

Iwill be a Phyfitian to you. I will heal your 
backſlidings, and cure all your Diſeaſes, fear not, 
never did foul miſcarry that left it (elf in my 
hands, and would but follow my preſcription. 

Well, this is one of the Articles that God 
here ſcaleth to, that he will be to you in the 
place of all Relations. Silence thou quarelling 
Uabelief, methinks I hear thy Whiſpers , that 
this is too good to be true , that it were preſump- 
tion in us to count upon all this. What, (half 
they that muſt ſay to Corruption , thou art my 
Father , be able to lay to the incorruptible God, 
thou art my Father? Shall they that muſt ſay to 
the Worm thou art my Mother, an1 my Sifler, 
be able ro lay to the Angels of Light, ye are my 
fellow Servants? And to the — Glory, 
Thou art my Brother, and my Kinlman ? Shall 
Mijeſty eſpouſe himſelf to miſery; and the 
Worms · meat be marricd to Immortality and Life, 
How can theſe things be ? 


Nay, but O heart of infidelity, what art thou 
F that 


replicſt_ a 3 hou , under 
again t a 
fly — of thecalliey, queſtion with thy Ma- 
ker and call his Veracity into doubt ? Is not this 
bis Word, his Promiſe , his Covenant? And is 
not there his Seal? Why chen doſt thou doubt? 
O thou of little Faith ? 

Art, II. That be will entitle you 10 all the Di- 
vine Perſons and Perfeltions, Gen. 17. 7. 1will 
be 2 God wee thee + mark; ivcs away himſelf, 
and he gives his Sus to you, Iſa. 42. 6. I will 
ive thee for 4 Covenant of the This is the 

xches Triumph, Ja. 9. 6. Unto ws a Son is 
given- And he ives his Spirit to you , Job 


8! 
14. 16. He ſpall give yam another Comſorter And 


Believers acknowlk the Regcipt, 1 Cor. 2. 


12, We bave received the Spirit which is of God, 
Thus you fee all the Perſons of the God head 
are made over to you , and fo arc all the Per- 
fefllians of the God head and fo the Covenant 
runs, en, 20, NI . 
Allfefficiens God , ore me ; 
theſe are the rexms between God and a Euer. 
Be thou upright before me, and I will be All-ſut- 
ficient to thee: The All-ſufficiencic of God is the 
Comprehenſion of all his Perfedions. Truth 
without Power, or Power without Wiſdom , 
or both without Goodneſs , would not be Al- 
ſufficiency : All-(ufticicacie takes in all that is in 
God (it we may {peak of Gods molt fimple E(- 
ſence, according to the ſhallow reach of our pre- 
lence capacity) yea it comprehends infinitely 
more than can be ſaid or thought. Why now this 
is the Covenant of Grace which God eſtabliſhes 
wich jou this day, that he will be a God All ſaf- 


Þiens to you. 


Chriſtians 


—_ at 


— — 
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Chriſtians rouſe up your Faith : Now 'apro- 
priate and apply the Promites 3 Now believe 
firongly , and ficadfaſtly , and believing will fill 
you with joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory. 1 
do not wonder if your Faith be put to it in ſo 
high and great a Myſicry'3 to draw nigh to the 
intinite Majeſty , and confideringly , and with- 
out heſitancy to ſay Thew art mine and all that 
thow bot , this iv no eaſie thing. But thou 
mayſt not date * doubt it. Cantt thou queſtion 
him who is the Truth ? Can the firength of Iſrael 
lie, ot in his word deccive thee? But the foal is re- 
dy to reply , Oh the thing is too high, and too 
great for me to prelume to believe, and is ready 
with Peter aſtonied, ta cry out, Depart Lord, fot 
I am „ finful Nan, But why doth thine Hind 
tremble, and thy Heart fail thee, and thy Feet 
( with Peters when walking on the Waters ) be- 
gin to fink? What doſt t ſtick art? Is it at 
the truth of the Promiſe? No faith the trem- 
bling ſoul, but fare ſo much can never belong 
to me ſo ſinſul, I am afraid it is not mine. Why, 
what faith the promiſe ? Only. be br. What 
though thou haſt an hundred Failings, yet thy 
Heart is upright : the bent of thy Heart is mainly 
for God and Holineſs, Thou makeft confſciency 
of all Sin, little as well as great, ſecret as well as 
open, and doeſt nor deliberately allow thy felt inf 
any: thou doeſt in the ſetled frame of thy heart 
prefer the plcaſing of God, and value his favour, 
and fellow(hip above all worldly good , therefore 
thou art upright ; theſe Marks are infallible, 
What, doeſt thou object thy fallings ? Are 
thou under a Covenant of Warks? Do you 
think God now ſtands upon Perfection? The 
F 2 Cove- 
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84 Caſes of Conſcience, 
Covenant is plain: God continueth for «pright- 
neſ7 , and God bath be in thee that condition 
that he requires of thee : What can be plainer ? 
Wilt thou ſuffer the Devil and uobelicf to catch 
the Bread out of thy hand, when God tells thee 
it is thine 7 Wilt thou be againſt thy ſelf, and 
refuſe thing own peace when God is come to 
Scal thee up to the day of Redemption: This js 
that which the Lord here ſcals to thee, That be 
will be God All-ſufficient to thee. O believe, and 
be thankful, and rejoyce in thine own bleſſed- 
neſs; O happy, thrice happy Souls, whom the 
Living God thus Signeth and Sealeth to, and af- 
ſigns over all His infinite Petſections as its everla» 
fling poſſeſſion. 

Art. 111. That be will diſcharge you from all 
your Debts, Heb, 8. 10, 12. This is the Covenant, 
I will be merciful to their unrighteowſneſs , and their 
fins and iniquities will I remember no more, Ia. 1. 
18. Though your Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as 
white. a Snow. Bclieveſt thou this? Come near 
beloved Chriſtian , approach believingly , and 
here thou ſhalt ſce the Lord croſſing out all 
thy Debts , taking away the band writing that is 
againlt thee , declaring that he bath received a 
Ranſome, and is latished, contented, and paid. 
O happy man that ſhall leave all thy fins be- 
hind thee , why this is the very thing that the 
faithful God doth hear Scal unto ther, Thy 
Pardon is titten in this moſt Sacred Blood which 
is hete ſhed for the remiiftion of Sins. So that 
thou mayelt triumph with the Apofile , bois be 
that condenmeth , it is Chriſt that dicd , Rom. 8. 
37 
Att. IV. That be will ſave you from all your 


enemies 


| 
| 
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enemies, not from the Combate, but from the Con- 
queſt, The victory ſhall be ſure, ſo far God is 

So the Covenant runs in is firſt 
ilcovery , that the Seed of the Woman ſhould 
break the 8 bead, though be I ſhould bruiſe 
bis beell, 3. 15. By the Seedof the Woman 
underſtand not Chrift only, but all Believers ; 
by the & anderſtand not Satan only, but 
all bis party, the ungodly: perſecuting World, 
which are his Children: and all our Tyranous 
Luft, which are his Brood, his Works, By his 
iſuig our Heel, underſtand his moleſting, and 
wounding of us, but not mortally. By-our break 
ing bis Head , underſtand the total and final 
Victory which we ſhall moſt certainly obtain 
over him and all his party at laſt, Chriſtians , 
What ſhould we fear! Death? The Cove- 
nant here Scaled makes over Veath as er 
to you, and bchold it brings you the of 
your conquered enemy in a Charger, 1 Cor. 3. 
22, Death is yours: O bleſſed and moſt grate» 
ful Preſent. Satan? The Covenant aſſures you 
God will breiſe bim under your feet ſhortly , Rom. 
16. 20. The World ? Be of good chear, Chriſt 
bath overcome the World, Joh. 16. 33. Hell ? There 
is no Condemmation to them that are in Chrift Jeſus, 
Rom, 8. 1. Sin? This indeedis to be dreaded, 
but with a wetchful and caxtions fear: not with 
a fainting, diſcouraging fear : Sin ſhall nat have 

inion over you, Rom. 6. 13, 14. 
Chriſtians, here now is meat for your Faith; 
What do all cheſe holy Promiſes nothing move 
you ? or carry little favour, or reliſh with them ? 
What , ſhall the All-mighty God give it to 
thee under his owri hand , that thou art a free- 
F 3 man 


Q. 


8 Caſts of Conſcience, 

mau, and thou little account of it? Shall 

give thee thy Protection, and thou lay it 
s an uſcleſs Paper that fignifics little ? 

Oh Sirs , when your hearts arc ready to faint 
— 2. 

n you, and the King errors levelli 
—— „ and « wicked World armed with rage 
againſt you, and full of malice, and the Thieves 
and  Conſpirators jn the boſome, watching 
their 2 betray all to them, yet let 
not this diſcourage you: Theſe were enough in 
deed to make a conſidering mans heart to melt, 
and die within him, but that the Covenant of 
Grace yields ſuch ample relief againſt all. Oh 

ever mindful of the Covenant: Remember 
what hath paſt this day between the Living* God 
and your Souls; Watch, O Chriiftian, and 
fland faſt, quit thee like a Man. The Conqueſt is 
ſure : Who would not fight with courage 4 that 
hath aſſurance of the Victory. 

Art, V. That He will befriend you in all cam · 
ditions. He will be a faſt Friend to you in every 
Change, and turn all things to your good, and 
when you are gcady to ſay unbellevingly with 

acob, All theſsobings are ag cinft me, Rom. 8. 28. 

en. 42. 36. If he brings you into the Wil 
dernefs, There he wil ſpeak, camfortebly unte you, 
Holes 2. 14- tis the Fire, and in the Vater He 
will be with you, Maiah 43. 2, He will be a firength 
to the yr. 22 bis diftreſ#, 4 
refuge from ube Sturm and a ſhadow' from 1be Heat, 
oben the blaſt of the rervible aner is is 8 Storm a} in 
the Wall, Ia. 25.4: | 

Bcloyed, here the Lord is come to wo 

a 
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all theſe Promiſes to you: Oh go botne and 
bleſs your ſelves in the ſweet Security of your 
eſtate - God hath promiſed you that whatever 
condition you be in, you (hall have Suscbur, and 
Support from him , and enjoy his ptcſence with, 
vou; and fee his Finger in all your Trouble; 
ſweetly turning all to the beſt: Go away and 
live like Believers. Be not afraid of Sufferings, 
but ſhew that you believe what God hath Pro- 
miſed , that afflictions ſhall not hurt you. The 
next time any trouble comes upon you. Remem- 
ber what a Promiſe God hath paſſcd unto you 
this dﬀay, and wait on him believingly for the 
happy iſſue and event of every trial that (hall be- 
fal you. | 
Art. VI. That be will tale bim the 
care of all Comeernments, You muſt be 
Cartful in Phil. 4.6. Hecareth for you 
1 Peter-5.7, Take wo thought what you fball 
Eat or Drink , neither be mind, bat 
rathet ſiek yen the R of God, and all 
theſe things ſhall be added to you, Luke 13. 29. 
31. Come you to this Holy Ordinance in 
any diſtreſs or trouble ? Methinks ſhould 
from it as Hamviab, and your tenance 
no more ſad. God will number your Hairs . 
and will take care that nothing be loft , John 
6. 36. Luke 12. 7. He will take cate of 
your Names , and bring forth your Kighteonſneſs 
as the Light, Plalm, 37. 5, 6. Ot your ſub- 
ſftence , "He will give Meat to them that fear him, 
and be ever mindful of bis Covenant, Plalm. 11 1. 
„ of your Seed, for he will be a God unto 
them, and will entail the bleſling upon them, 
F 4 Gen- 


Caſes of Conſcience, 
He commands that your Widows 
Children ſhould be left on him. 
is by 2 to look after their concerns, 

o be ſolicitous. He is tender of 
Gon moſt to neglect you, as 
1 that was ſecretly watching behind 
and wiſtly looking on, to ſce what 
to the Child, though to the finders 
ſeemed expoſed to Famin:, and Death in the 


Flags. | 
Art. VII. Tbas be will give you , or be bim- 
Self to | you inſtend * Comforts. He will 


and exceeding Reward! I will FRE 
both for — e go Lowe and Proviſiop :, When 
evil aſlails thee, I will be 2 Shield to thee ; 
When any good is wanting, 1 will be a Sup- 
ply... Thou , ſhalt have Children, or 1 will 
be better to thee than ten Children, Thou 
ſhale have Richer; or I will be thy Store. 
Thou ſhalt have Friends if belt for thee, or 

elſe I will be thy Comforter in thy (olicude , 
thy Counſellor in thy diſtreſs. My Secrets 
my Ear, and my Door ſhall be ever open 
to thee, Mark 10. 30, He ſhall receive ay 
— fold now in bis "time > though he 
ve not the things themſelves, yet he ſhall 
have all theſe, more than all in me; I 
will be Huſe, and Friend, and Father to him, 
all in one, tf you ſhould have an hundred 
Candles burning in the Room, and (hould put 
pug every one, and open the Window and let 
in 
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Judiciouſiy Reſolved. 
II this would be hrs the hun- 
ights that were put out ; e, though 
thou ſhould be called to ſorſake all, twill be but 
as the letting the Ciſtern tun, and open to the 
Fountain., . 

Artic. VIII. That He will maintain you all 
your days in bis ſervice. He will be your Guide 
even unt Death, Plal. 48. 14. Chriſtians, whilt 
you have 2 day to live, God will ſtand by you. 
He will never leave you. nor forſake you, Heb, 13.5. 
Smrely Goodneſs and Mercy ſhall follow you all the 
days of your liner, Plal.. 23.6. And the Lord 
will never turm away from you to do you good, ” 
3 2. 40. Oh happy Covenant that the Lord 
leth to you. 

Art. IX. That when you come to Age, He will 
give the Kingdom to yen. God faith to the 
Believer here: Thine is the Kingdom: What 
ever is promiled in the. Covenant, is Scaled 
in the Sacrament Lake 12. 32. It is 
Fathers good pleaſure to give you 1he Kingdom: 
Luk. 22, 29. 1 appoint wnto you 4 Kingftlom. 
Mark the Promiſe is pregnant with a Kingdom. 
'Tis no leſs than a Crown, a Kingdow , that 
is here delivered unto you, Luke 19. 12. 4 
certain Nobleman went into @ far Coumtrey, to 
receive to bimſelf a Kingdom and to return: 
This is the buſineſs you ate come for hither. To 
receive to your ſelves 4 Kingdom , and ſo to re- 
turn. Oh  methinks you ſhould forget what 
ground you go upon, a» you are going home , 
to think what you have received here: me- 
thinks you ſhould go forth as Haman from 
the Banquet, joyful and with a glad * 
irs 


89 


on your Thrones. As forc as you ate now 
cloathed with fleſh , fo ſurely ſhall you be cloa- 
thed with Glory. Are you ſure that you ate now 


; 
: 
L 


tle while in this lower Region , you muſt dwell 
above where Chriſt is, there muſt be al- 
ſo. -As fied Chriſt, 


The Lord Jeſus doth anticipate his Sentence 
here , and calls to you, Gueſt , Come ye Bleſſed 
inberit the Kingdom. Take the writing, behold 
the Seals, here ate the Conveyances of the King- 
3 — Donation is ſure and fall, unalterable, 
le. | 

Chriſtians , do you believe? If you do, me- 
thinks you ſhould be raviſhed” : methinks you 
ſhould be filled with jo unſpeakable and full of 
Glory ! But do you flagger at the Promiſe , 
through unbelief ?- Do you lay , O it is too much 
and too great ? why, how can this be? What! 


too great for God to make good ? Thou dareſt 
not 


. Judicionſly Reſolved. 91 
not think ſo : But is too great for me to chunt 
upon. Why but man, doft thou not bear upon 
thee the —— eſa whoſe Image 
and S _—_— ir this Doth not your very 
— rift above all the World ? Haſt thou 
not made a dchberate choice of him, for thy 
Head and Husband ? Haſt thou not entred in- 
to a ſolemm Contract with him, to be his for all 
times and conditions, and to love, honour and 

him, before all others to the death > And 
doth not thy heart ſtand to this choice? Halt not 
thou taken him with his Yoke , ard with his 
Croſs? And doſi not thou in thy praQtice firſt 
ſeek the Kingdom of God, and the Ri 
thereof ? And haſt not thou choſen the ey of 
the Kingdom ? Art not thou in love with Holy 
neſs / and defireft Grace more than gold ? Doſt 
not thou prefer an holy and ſpiritual Life, before 
all the Grandeur of the world, and pleaſure of the 
ficſh ? And all this not only fors fit ora falls, 
but in the ſetled frame and difpoſition of 
heart ? Surely thou muſt wrong God and thy (elf, 
it thou denieft it to be thus with thee. Why 
theſe are the Marty of zbe Lard Jeſar upon thes, 
the fure marks: fear not, « cannot deevive 
thee ; They evidence that thou art born of God, 
that thou art a Son, and fo an Heir; and there- 
fore mayeſt lay claim to the inheritance, 

Come then, Beloved Chriſtian, be of good 
comfort, why thouldeſt thou doubt ? Thou haſt 
the mark of the ſheep, and therefore thy por- 
tion (hall be at the Right hand, and thy Sentence 
among the Bleſſed. Well then, receive this Holy 
Sacrament as the pledg of all this. Go home and 
look oyer all theſe bleſſed Promiſes , and ny 

them 


92 Caſes of Conſcience, Bcc. 
them thine: Do not read them ( as too often 
heretofore ) as if did not concern thee : Re- 
God here promiſed under 
to thee, and let not all be left be» 


E 
7 
H 
; 


tdb Blood | 
nant, and gave it to thee , and ſaid, This in the 
New Teſt ament in my Blood : Oh live henceforth a 
life of joy, and Faith, as a man that is clevated a- 


bove the world. Do not live at the old, dull, and - 


flothful rate, carry it like a Believer, and in a 
word, walk as one that doth indeed take all for 
Truth that the Lord hath ſpoken to thee this day. 
Let chat of the be a cloſe to all, 2 Cor. 9. 
1. Having we theſe Promiſes, dearly Beloved , 
Its us cleanſe aur ſelver from all. filtbineſs both of 
, aun fue in the fear o 
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Theſe Books following are publiſhed by Mr. 
Richard Baxter, and Printed for Nevil Simons, | 
at the Princes Arms in St. Paal. Church-yard, 


1. TT k Chriſtian Directory, or Sum of Practical The- 

| je, and Caſes of Conſcience in four parts, 1. 
Chriſtian Erhicks, or private Duties. 2. Chriſtian Occo- 
nomicks, or Family Duties. 3. Chriſtian Ecclefiaſticks,or 
— —_— 4. Chriſtian Polizicks, or Duties to our 
Rulers i 


ay emer} — ee 
3. The Saints Everlaſting Reſt, — — 
Plain Scripture Proof of Infanc Chur ct memberſhip 


and Bapriſm, in quarts. 
5. — 5 hod for a Setled Peace of Conſcience 
and Spiri hy en per —— in dave. 
6. Chriſtian Concord: or the Agreement of the Aſſo- 
ciared Paſtors and Churches of worcefter-ſbire, in quarts. 
7. True Chriſtianity, or Chriſts Abſolure Dominion, 
Sc. in two Aſſue Sermons, Preached at worcefter , in 


twelver. 

8. — — Pauls, London, 
Decemb. 17. 16 now enla in twelves. | 

9. Making light of Chriſt and jon, too oft the iſſue 
of Goſpel-invications, manifeſted in a Sermon Preached at 
Lawence Fury, in Londen, in oftave. 

10. greement of Divers Miniſters of Chrift in the 
County of worcefler , for Carechifing , or Perſonal In- 
ſtructing all in their ſeveral pariſhes that will conſent there 
unto ; containing, 1. The Articles of our Agreement. 2, 
An Exhortation to the people to ſubmit to this neceſſary 
work. 3. The Profeſſion of Faith and Carechiſm, in ef ave. 

11. Gilda, Salvianus, The Reformed Paſtor, ſhewing 
the nature of the Paſtoral work, eſpecially in private In- 
ſtruction and Cateching, in octavs. 

12. Certain Diſputations of Right to Sacraments, and 
the true nature of viſible Chriſtianity, in quarts, 

13. Of Juſtification : four diſpurarions clearing & ami- 
cably defending the Truth, againſt the neceſſary oppofirti- 
ons of divers Learned and Reverend Brethren, in quarto. 

14. A Treatiſe of Converſion, Preached and now pub- 
liſhed for the uſe of thoſe that ate ſtrangers to a true 
Converſion, c. in quarts. 15* One 


ee iD — — — 


Aller Sheet for the Niniſtry, againſt the malignant 


16. A Winding-ſheer for Popery. 
195. One ſheeragtinſt the 


in 
bc 


TH * — — to Turn and Live, and 


accept of mercy, wh le merey may be had, as ever they 


would find mercy in the day of their extremity 3 From 

the Ling God i "To herqad io Pamailies wheve any are un- 

SG n That on — 
12 ving Fair it is not 

bot ſpecifically, ditin& from all common * 

Agreement of Ricberd Baxter with — 

conſenting Adverſary, that Waden ee U Aﬀerrion 


by a pretended oonſutation in che end of Serjeant Sbepberdi 


Back of Sincrity and in 
213. Direttiom and perfiv A nd Crnrcriien 
c, in ottavo. 


24+ The Grotion R diſcovered, at the invitation 
of Mr. Tbomes Pieret in his Vindication + with a Preface , 
Viadicning the Synod of Dere from the calumnies of the 
new Lila and Davie, Peer, Kc. and the Puritans, and Se- 
queſtrarions, ec. from the cenſures of Mr. Pierge, in ct uo. 


+ of Church Government,in * 
27, the jugiing ot t 
(127, ABÞy, or Carbs all that are rraly willing ro 
— the cauſe of Ro of Keſormed Churches be of 
God ; and to leave the Reader utrerly unexcuſable that 
afrer this will be a Papiſt. in quarts; 
* 28. A Treatiſe of - 2 in quarto- 
29. His Apology agaigſt the Exceptions of Mr. Ila G 
Kendal, Cradon, Eirts, Dr. Malin, in rte. 
0. The unreaſonablenefs of infidelity, in four parts, 
c. in et ave. 
31, The worceferſhire Petition to the Parliament, for 
the Miniſtry of Exglarggdefended, c. in f o. 
32+ His Holy Common-wealth, or Political aphoriſms, 
open-· 


N 


1 


ment in . 
3+ 7 Quakers Carechilin z or the Quakers Queſti- 
9. 
6. An account of his preſent ts concerning the 
Conrroverfiesabout the ——— the Saints, in guar. 


c, in oflaus, 


Repentance. 


Ol Right 1 
= A Sermon of Faith before the King. 
45- A Treatiſe of Death. * 

6. The Vain Religion of the Formal Hypocrites, &c. 
in ſeveral Sermons Preached at the Abbey in wrſlminſter, 
in twelves. 

47. Two ſheers for poor families, c. 
48. Short inſtructions for the Sick, a (beet. 
49. A Saint or a Bruit., &c. in quarte, 
$0. The miſchief of Self-ignorance, and benefit of 


81. Univerſal Concord, &:. in debe. 
$2. The laſt works of a Believer, &c. in oftave. 
87. The Divine Life, in three Treatiſes: l be firſt, of 
. 1 
thir Convet ſing wit in ſoli in Ms ” 

$4+ The Reaſons 00 U Chriſtian Religion, Se. _ 
Directions for weak diſtempered Chriſtians to grow 
up into a confirmed ſtate of Grace, &c. 2. The Characters 
a ſound confirmed Chriſtian, written to imprint on mans 
mind the true Idea or Conception of Godlineis and Chri- 
aniry in «fave. 
$g5* Now or Never in twelve. 

$7. The Life of Faith, in three parts, in ow 
. $2. 


The 


by the Pope, as liberally given him by Po- 


b Princes, 0: 
62, The Tory told of Mr. Edward Bagſhew's Scan- 
dals, of the d ſnares of Satan, now laid 


for them, in his Love- Principles, in quarts. 
63. The Dury of Hea Meditation, in ga«rte. 
64. Now far Holinefs is the Defign of Chritjianicy, in 


65, Gods Vindicated with reſpeR to the Do- 
ne of Reprobation and Damnation, in twelves. 
66. The Divine Appoi t of the Lords day, in oct. 
67. More Reaſon! for the Chriſtian Religion, and no 
Rea 

68 


againſt ic, in rwelyes, nh 

. Sacrilegious Deſertion of the Miniſtry Rebuked 

and Tolerated Preaching of the Goſpel vindicared, Oc. 

Being an Anſwer to a Book, entituled ; Tol ation not ts 
be abuſed, Wc. in oft ave. 

69. The certainty of Chriſtianity without Popery : or 

whether the Catholick Proteſtants or the Papiſt have the 

ſurer Faith. 4 


